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PARISH COUNCIL CONTACTS   
Charlton Musgrove                             
Chair: Robin Bastable                             
Tel: 01963 32317                                
Clerk: Sam Atherton                               
Tel: 07786071147 
clerk@charltonmusgrovepc.org.uk   

Cucklington                                       
Chair : Di Hammet                                  
Tel: 01747 840770                                        
cucklingtonchairman@gmail.com    
Stoke Trister with Bayford                   
Chair: Niru Linsey                         
Tel:01963 33972                                      
nirulinsley@icloud.com                                   
Clerk: Kate Fullerton                                  
stoketristerpc@gmail.com 

VILLAGE HALL CONTACTS        
Charlton Musgrove                             
Chair: Kelvin Moore                                     
cmvillagehall@gmail.com                     
Arthur Morison Memorial Hall,             
Cucklington                                        
Chair: Campbell Dunford                         
Tel: 01963 34220                             
Bayford Village Hall                             
Bookings: Niru Linsey                             
Tel: 01963 33972                                           
nirulinsey@icloud.com 

POLICE                                         
101 - non emergency line                                  
999 - emergencies                                              
Local police ofÞcers                                                  
louise.perry@avonandsomerset.police.uk  
beata.marcelino@avonandsomerset.police.uk 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH      
Charlton Musgrove                               
Pene Volk: 01963 32013                      
Stoke Trister                                         
Peter Munro: 01963 33036                            
Bayford                                              
Andy Chesterman: 01963 33465               
Cucklington                                               
Di Hammet 01747 840770              
dmhammet99@aol.com 

CHURCH                                    
Rector: Rev. Rosy Ashley                        
Tel: 07482300290                    
rosyashley@hotmail.com 

CHURCH WARDENS & TREASURER 
Charlton Musgrove                            
Church Warden: position vacant                
Treasurer: Jeremy Sellick                       
Tel: 01963 32174                                    
jeremysellick@hotmail.co.uk                 
Cucklington                               
Church Warden: Pip Loxton                    
Tel: 07970009142                  
piplo@nmrp.com                                 
Treasurer: Christopher Birrell                           
Tel 01963 33209                           
crsb@clingerhouse.com                         
Stoke Trister & Bayford                            
Church Warden: position vacant              
Treasurer: Geoff Syme                           
Tel: 01963 31541 

BENEFICE SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
Jenny Kimber                                 
Tel: 01963 33446 / 07799645661       
Jennydoggrell@hotmail.com 
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Cracking open an Easter egg 
to reveal the treasure within 
is always a pleasure to my    
senses, if not my waistline! 
And just as the grey chrysalis 
cracks open to reveal a     
sparkling butterfly within, so 
Easter celebrates God     
opening up and pouring out all 
his treasure on humanity! For the great claim is that Jesus’ 
death and resurrection has changed history, our present and 
our     futures. The door to hope and to a different kind of life 
has been opened, never again to be shut!  
  Not merely a historical event, Easter celebrates a lifestyle of 
living in the power of the resurrection. The power of Christ     
vibrates in us and gives life to us as the power of sin is         
demolished by the same power that moved the stone. 
  The tomb is now open! The point of Easter is that God is in 
the process of clearing this world of all heartbreak. And     
opening the closed tomb of Jesus is the first step in a      
campaign to throw open 7 billion doors of hope for people 
who will trust him. And the implication for our lives is this: If 
you trust him, your enemies are his enemies and no door of 
disappointment can close you up in darkness. His endless life 
puts an end to despair and his triumphant power overwhelms 
tragedy. So let resurrection glory be your portion, not just on 
Easter Sunday but every moment you breathe here on earth! 
Jesus left the tomb for you so that you can now leave your 
tomb for him! 

 



 

Bishop Michael 

Bishop’s letter…...  
…..New life for all the world 
 

Sowing seeds, chitting potatoes, choosing varieties. Easter acts 
as starter’s orders for the gardening year. Beds are cultivated, 
lawns mown, plans for all the growth and new life that spring 
and summer will bring made and then turned into action 

 

There’s a much greater connection between gardening and Easter than it merely being 
the time to dust off forks and spades. For in the Bible, a garden is the setting for Easter 
itself. In John’s Gospel (Jn 20:1-18) Mary Magdalene meets the risen Jesus in a      
garden. Indeed, Jesus’s appearance to Mary is so unexpected that at first she can’t  
believe it’s really him. So she mistakes the man she meets ‘supposing him to be the 
gardener’ (John 20:15).  

 
In John’s account, all the new life contained in the first Easter chimes with a much    
earlier story set in a garden too. This is of the new life of another man and woman, the 
creation story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and contained in the book of 
Genesis (Genesis 2:4- 3:24). In that story, Adam is the gardener (Gen 2:15), only for 
things to go wrong. In John, Jesus is portrayed as the new Adam – come to bring new 
life that has no end.  

 
What would happen if we were to think of our churches as gardens, primed to welcome 
the spring that is the new life of Jesus this Easter? What would happen if we imagined 
ourselves called to be gardeners – like our father Adam and the new Adam, Jesus? 
What would we expect to grow? What might need pruning or weeding? What new plans 
for the coming season would we make and turn into action? What would be the harvest 
that we’d sow for, tend and then reap? 

 
For I reckon we should see Easter as the starting point of all that God wants to do 
among us and with us. Jesus’s resurrection opens us to being part of God’s new crea-
tion. Easter offers us a fresh start for life, relationships and the life of our churches: new 
life for all the world. 

 

Happy gardening and a very Happy Easter to you all. 



 

Benefice Services and Events 

 March and April 2024 

SSCM St Stephens Rectory Lane, Charlton Musgrove 
SJCM St John’s Barrow Lane, Charlton Musgrove 

SLC St Lawrence, Cucklington 
SAST St Andrew, Stoke Trister 

MAR 
3th 

10.00 Said Holy Communion SLC 

10.00 Café Church SJCM 

4th 19.30 A Path to the Soul: Being Human SJCM 

10th 

9.00 Mothering Sunday Holy Communion SSCM 

10.00 
Mothering Sunday Celebration with Buffet Breakfast 

and quiz, songs, activities, prayers, bouquets and blessings for 
all the family 

SJCM 

11th 19.30 A Path to the Soul: Lessons from Nature SJCM 

17th 
10.00 Morning Praise SJCM 

18.00 Evensong SLC 

18th 19.30 A Path to the Soul: From Darkness to Light SJCM 

24th 10.00 
Palm Sunday Walk 

followed by simple lunch 
           Venue TBD  

28th 18.00 
Maundy Thursday Meal 

Bring and share food 
Bayford Village Hall 

29th 15.00 
Good Friday Reflection 

Friends for the Journey 
SJCM 

31st 

6.30 Easter Sunday Sunrise Service SAST 

9.00 Easter Sunday Celebration SLC 

10.30 
Easter Sunday Celebration 

followed by Easter Egg hunt 
SSCM 

APR 
7th 

10.00 Said Holy Communion SLC 

10.00 Cafe Church SJCM 

14th 9.00 Holy Communion SSCM 

21st 

10.00 Morning Praise SJCM 

12.00 
Bench 

Commemoration Service 
Cucklington View-

point 

18.30 Evensong SAST 

28th 
9.00 Holy Communion SLC 

11.00 Baptism of Ruby Read SAST 

 



Easter Sunday 
Celebration    

Services 
Sunday March 31st 

9.00am St Lawrence, Cuckling-
ton 

10.30am  St Stephens, Charlton 
Musgrove 

(followed by Easter Egg Hunt) 

Thursday March 28th. 6.00pm Bayford Village Hall 

Easter Sunday      
Celebration     

Services 
Sunday March 31st 

9.00am St Lawrence, Cucklington 
10.30am  St Stephens, Charlton 

Musgrove 
(followed by Easter Egg Hunt) 

 
 



 Benefice Lent Course  

A Path to the Soul 
A pilgrimage through poetry 

 
I am delighted to be leading this year’s Lent course for our        

parishes and I hope you will want to join me. We will be taking a 
pilgrimage through poetry, exploring a theme each week with   
poems by a variety of  authors. If you are not used to poetry, 

please don’t worry, All the poems selected are very beauƟful and 
very approachable – nothing high-brow – and I am really excited 

to have the opportunity to share them with you. 

Each week I will offer a few thoughts about the poems and we will   
gently reflect together on their message and our own                    

interpretaƟon; how the poem speaks to our own individual souls. 
We will end with a short, reflecƟve Ɵme of prayer and music.  

Details of the venue and dates are below - do come along! 
 

Barbara Priest 

 

St John’s Church, Charlton Musgrove – 7.30pm 
 

Monday 19th February - The Pilgrim Way 
Monday 26th February - ContemplaƟon 

Monday 4th March - Being Human 
Monday 11th March - Lessons from Nature 

Monday 18th March - From Darkness to Light 
 



 

Say thank you  
to the Special People in your Life  

those parents, carers, relatives and friends, single or married, who have loved and 
cared for you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fabulous buƯet breakfast, quiz, activities, prayers, blessings 
and bouquets for those you love! 

Mothering Sunday  
March 10th,  10 am 
St John’s Barrow Lane, Charlton Musgrove 



 
 

We are playing Scrabble on the       
second Friday of each month in       
Cucklington at AMMH join us at 

7.00pm Friday 8th March. 

We would be delighted to welcome new  
members. We play a friendly game,    

Including many levels of ability. All you 
need to bring is  whatever you would 
like to drink, ‘nibbles’ are provided!  

If you would like more information 
please contact                                  

Gaye on 01747 840450.     

 

  

 

 Is back for 2024! 



Plant Sale and Coffee Morning 

10 am 25th May at the Arthur 
Morrison Memorial Hall 

Please bear us in mind when dividing 
your herbaceous plants  and sowing 
seeds. 

Many thanks                                            
Pip 

Quiz Night success…  
Thank you to everyone who supported the quiz night on Saturday 20 Jan last. Alongside it 
being a greatly entertaining evening (I’m still waiting to hear who the winning team 
was!), almost £500 was raised for our village hall. Personally, I’d like to say a huge thank 
you to the social team that pulled the event together. We’re lucky to have so many willing 
volunteers who give their time and energy to make sure these events go ahead… thank 
you to each and every one of you! 



 

www.stoketristerbayford.net 
web@stoketristerbayford.net

FIRST RESPONDERS 

Laura Rose-Walker 07772 436812      Jo Garrett 07973 631744 

Chris Rose-Walker 07919 261739    Aly Diggle-Perry 07770 221330 

 COFFEE MORNING 

Thurs 7th March 

10am-12noon 

Bayford Village Hall                                               

Coffee, cake with friends, new and old. 

All    
welcome 

MeeƟng and making friends over food! 

JOIN US FOR LUNCH 
ALL WELCOME 

BAYFORD VILLAGE HALL 
WEDNESDAY 20th March 

12.15 TO EAT AT 12.30 
 

 

Please call Mary on 34420 by 
Sunday 17th to book your lunch. 



 

 
   

stored inside the old Phone Box 
on Barrow Lane, Charlton Musgrove                                                

(opposite Nos 3 and 4 Dibbens Row).  

                          
Postcode: BA9 8HQ 

What3 Words: doubt.fields.bottom  

  
Further information is available on the Parish Council website at  

https://charltonmusgrovepc.org.uk/community-defibrillator/ 
  

If you notice any issues with the defibrillator or the ‘phone box that 
houses it, please email the clerk on  
clerk@charltonmusgrovepc.org.uk 

Charlton Musgrove Community Defibrillator                                  



 

 

 

 
PLANT SALE 

Charlton Musgrove village hall 11th May. 

Funds raised to be split between the hall, the village churches, 
Maymie White’s charity for supporting people with cancer ‘The 
Treatment Bag’, and our local horticultural charity ‘The Growing 

Space’ which is associated with The Balsam Centre in Wincanton. 

As you dig over your gardens and sow seeds for the summer 
please pot up any spare plants or sow a few extra seeds with this 
plant sale in mind.  We’ve always run the plant sale as a bring and 

buy and plan to do the same again in 2024.  

 If you have time/energy/enthusiasm and would like to help in any 
way please do get in touch with me 

via georgie@commonfarmflowers.com – And here’s looking       
forward to 11th May! 

Church mice needed…….. 
Help is needed getting St Stephens church ready for 
Easter. 

Our beautiful church needs a little TLC. 

If you are able to help just for a short time or for a 
hour and a half on march 23rd it would be such a help.  

Nothing to arduous . 

10am—11.30.  

Refreshments and all cleaning things will be provided. Anybody 
who could also help with tidying the church yard would also be  
appreciated. Many thanks. Jean 



Charlton Musgrove Short Mat 
Bowls 

The Bowls Club is held in the  Village 
Hall on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the 

month. We start at 2 pm unƟl 5 
p.m. Tea and coffee are provided half 

way through the meeƟng. Fees are 
£3 per session. 

If you are at all interested, please come 
along and join us. We are a very friendly 

group and have room for new         
members. 

Janet and Tony Cole  (01963 31739) 

 

Memorial Hall Coffee Morning 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

Charlton Musgrove Memorial Hall 
Coffee morning, will be held on Friday 15th 

10.30 - 12.00  A once a month coffee morning 
is held on the 3rd Friday of each month 

There will be coffee, tea and cake with the 
opportunity to catch up with neighbours and 

friends.  All this for £2.00.  Any surplus  
monies made will go to local charities at the 

end of the year.  

Once again, lots of fun on Pancake day (shrove Tuesday) when the church held it's annual Pancake 
Party. There was a wonderful selection of savoury and sweet pancakes and egg shackling, a long  
Somerset tradition, that started here in the 90s by the Rev Rod Thatcher. This year Dange did the 
honours of tipping the eggs. Great excitement, to see whose survived!!  
Jenny led the Game's accompanied by a great team of servers, 
Pancake Makers, washer uppers, ticket seller's and of course the Kitchen at 
kimbers’ who let us use their wonderful facilities.  
Thank you so much one and all. 
This year we definitely reached full capacity!! 
148 Savory Pancakes were so ld and about 100 sweet.  
A great success!  
The result was Approx £350 some of which will be going to MIND, 
towards Naomi and Darren's sponsored walk in the Himalayas. A very BIG thanks to Everyone who 
helped in any way. 



 

You may remember last month I was wriƟng about the snow and cold weather we have had to 
deal with in the past. I menƟoned about geƫng the milk away from the farm and the problems 
that arose from this, luckily then there was a transport centre in Wincanton, the situaƟon now 
would be very different as the milk from this area goes all over the south west to be boƩled or 
used to manufacture food products, some from this village goes to Davidstow in Cornwall, a 
long way on a tractor! 

Not only did the milk have to be moved but the caƩle had to be fed and watered, the feeding 
in 1978 was not that difficult as the cows could eat their silage straight from the clamp, very 
few mixer wagons were around then, then an electric fence was put across the face of the 
clamp and the cows had free access to the silage. The youngstock were mostly fed on small 
bales of hay and it was quite easy to carry these around and feed them. 

Another problem was the freezing temperatures, which meant that a large part of the day was 
spent going around the water troughs and thawing them so the caƩle could drink, this was 
done mainly by filling watering cans with hot water and pouring onto the pipes, one wasn’t 
that popular walking into the farmhouse with mucky snow on your boots that would thaw as 
you were waiƟng for the watering can to fill with hot water in the uƟlity room. Some of the 
more exposed troughs that were on the outside of buildings had the pipes that fed them     
covered in roƫng manure, which would heat up and keep the incoming water liquid, but the 
ball taps and the top would sƟll ice up and must be thawed.  

When you have got caƩle housed you also have to deal with the 2 P’s, POO and PEE, the 3rd P is 
not necessary. These 2 P’s freeze as well so the yards get iced over and it is very difficult to 
scrape it off as is usually done, as the cubicles or housing area are under cover and normally 
warmer this slurry stays liquid, which doesn’t help maƩers at all as when it is scraped out it just 
leaves a thicker layer on the outside yard, hopefully if we get low temperatures again with the 
roof now over all the yards it won’t be a problem. 

In 1978 we had been warned that there was a high risk of low temperatures, so it was decided 
to put the then two-wheel drive loader tractor in the shed with the large bucket on the front, 
so that if any snow needed moving the next day it would be ready. This was a good idea at the 
Ɵme, but that night it snowed and snowed and snowed. The next morning there was a snow 
driŌ in front of said tractor that was up over the bonnet. The only way to get it out was to find 
a shovel and dig it out, luckily for me one of our neighbours, Micheal Livesay, was taking a walk 
around the village looking at the amount of snow that had fallen. He saw me shovelling snow 
from in front of the tractor and asked if I would like a hand. I quickly found another shovel and 
we started to clear the snow, eventually aŌer about an hour the tractor could be got out of the 
shed. The moral of this story is, that if you see a farmer with a shovel in his hand do not offer 
to help, because the situaƟon is going to be hard work, he would be using a tractor and         
hydraulics if he could!!! 

UDDER FARM 

By John Crocker  



Colour me…... 



 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
Sarah Dyke (Lib Dem) 

sarah.dyke@libdems.org.uk 
 

 

SOMERSET COUNCIL 
www.somerset.gov.uk  

03001232224            8.30am-5pm Mon - Fri 
To check bin collections, pay council tax, check 
school term dates, check on planning applica-

tions, adult social care, parking etc 
You can always get help and advice from a council 
“customer access point” at the Balsam centre in 

Wincanton. 
 

DIVISION OF WINCANTON & BRUTON 
Councillor Lucy Trimnell 

01749 8813206 / 07584063844 
lucy.trimnell@somerset.gov.uk 

 
Councillor Tom Power 

07487873718 
tom.power@somerset.gov.uk 



 

 Jeremysellick@hotmail.co.uk  

Please send ad copy to Helen at            

Prices quoted are for 12 insertions. 

And concerning payment, email 

tristerncottage@hotmail.com  

ADVERTISING IN 
THE VILLAGE NEWS 

Full page - £540 

Half - £270 

Quarter - £135 

Eighth - £67 

Sixteenth - £35 

Please mention the    
Village News when  

contacting our lovely      
advertisers.  

tristerncottage@hotmail.com  

Kylie’s cleaning services 
DomesƟc cleaner 

07545 220663  



  
 

 

Come and browse, there is          
something for everyone. 

A blend of local traders under one 
roof. 

 

Please mention 
the Village News 
when contacting 

our lovely        
advertisers.  

COMMON FARM FLOWERS BAYFORD ST GEORGE 
PLUMBING AND HEATING  

· GAS SAFE AND OFTEC REGISTERED 

· OIL AND GAS BOILER MAINTENANCE,  

· HEATING SYSTEM DESIGN AND INSTALLATION 

· BATHROOMS AND KITCHENS 

· 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

07968 862 396 

INFO@BAYFORDSTGEORGE.CO.UK 

WWW.BAYFORDSTGEORGE.CO.UK 

SERVICES 

SERVICE AND REPAIR 

Click and Collect Flowers from    
April to October 

www.commonfarmflowers.com  

Small Local weddings and Workshops 

Quality home produced meats from our butchery counter - raw milk and other 
dairy - fresh vegetables -  a good range of wine - deli  - gifts and hampers. 

Specialising  in good service and good, local produce. 

Email: info@kimbersfarmshop.co.uk Tel: 01963 33177 

Simple, honest, delicious, modern 
British dishes produced from       

locally sourced, seasonal               
ingredients. 

Also delicious cake and coffee!  

Lunches and pop up dinners. 

Large covered outside terrace. 

Antiques and curios, quirky and   
traditional. 

www.thekitchenatkimbers.co.uk 

Open Tuesday to Saturday 

Between Wincanton & Bruton on   
Racecourse Road, BA9 8HD 

 info@thekitchenatkimbers.co.uk 

 

 

…………... Please order via  

georgie@commonfarmflowers.com 

 

 



  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Fri 1st Pop Up Pub, Village Hall, Cucklington. 7pm 

Sat 2nd Litter Pick, Bayford. 10am 

Mon 4th Coffee Morning, St John’s, Charlton Musgrove. 10am 

Mon 4th A Path To The Soul, St John’s, Charlton Musgrove. 7.30pm 

Thurs 7th Coffee Morning, Village Hall, Bayford. 10am 

Fri 8th Scrabble, AMMH, Cucklington. 7pm 

Sat 9th Film Night, Village Hall, Bayford. 7pm 

Sun 10th Mothering Sunday with Buffet Breakfast, St Stephens.10am 

Mon 11th Coffee Morning, St John’s, Charlton Musgrove. 10am 

Mon 11th A Path To The Soul, St John’s, Charlton Musgrove. 7.30pm 

Tues 12th Short Bowls, Village Hall, Charlton Musgrove. 2pm 

Fri 15th Coffee Morning, Memorial Hall, Charlton Musgrove. 10.30am 

Fri 15th Paint and Sip, Village Hall, Bayford. 7pm 

Mon 18th Coffee Morning, St John’s, Charlton Musgrove. 10am 

Mon 18th A Path To The Soul, St John’s, Charlton Musgrove. 7.30pm 

Wed 20th Lunch, Village Hall, Bayford. 12.15pm 

Fri 22nd Story of Jim Corbett, AMMH, Cucklington. 7pm 

Sat 23rd Tidy Up, St Stephens, Charlton Musgrove. 10am 

Sat 23rd Coffee Morning, AMMH, Cucklington. 10am 

Sun 24th Palm Sunday Walk, TBD, 10am 

Tues 26th Short Bowls, Village Hall, Charlton Musgrove. 2pm 

Thurs 28th Maundy Thursday Meal, Village Hall, Bayford. 6pm 

Friday 29th Good Friday Reflection, St Johns, Charlton Musgrove. 3pm 

MARCH 2024 
GARDEN +    RECYCLING  X   HOUSEHOLD  O 

Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun 

    1  X  2 3 

4 5  + 6 7 8  X  9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 X O 16 17 

18 19 + 20 21 22 X  23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 X  31 

DEADLINE 

The deadline for the march issue is as     
always the 18th.  

Send to tristerncottage@hotmail.com 


