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Communities are built around people

Something we are all seeing, whether we live in a town or a village is that many local
pubs are closing down. Currently this is at the rate of about 31 a week. There are now
about 55,000 pubs in the UK, down from about 68,000 thirty years ago. Whether we use
them or not and whatever our view may be on drinking, pubs support more than a
million jobs in the UK and contribute significantly to the economy of their local area.

A recent study from Northumbria University says more than that. A thriving village pub it
says gives a village greater community spirit and supports local social events and
businesses. Pubs it claims are significant in promoting community cohesion, especially in
rural areas. That is probably uncontroversial. But the same study also concluded ‘that
village pubs were also found to be more important to local life than the parish church’.
That is something which | might want to take issue with.

| suppose it depends what you mean by contributing to local life. But | am very clear that
parish churches are often at the very heart of the communities they serve and contribute
significantly to creating, sustaining and developing thriving communities. In many
communities it is difficult to imagine what life would be like without the local church
being present and active in bringing people together and supporting them in every kind
of need.

In Somerset new housing developments are being planned in a number of places. But, as
developers often acknowledge, building houses does not automatically build
communities. So one of the things that we as a diocese will need to give more thought to
in the future is: ‘how we can use the resources that we have to turn those groups of new
houses into caring, inclusive and welcoming communities?’

Communities are built around people. They do not simply emerge unless people
consciously value the place where they live and strive to make it a better place for
everyone who lives there. Living and sharing our faith in Jesus, serving our communities
and engaging with local concerns are ways in which we can contribute to making our
communities welcoming and joyful places for all.

| enjoy visiting a pub and there is no doubt that they can be a meeting point and hub for
local communities. That is true of churches as well, but they are much more than that. A
church is a place ‘where heaven and earth meet’.

With warm best wishes,

+Peter Bath and Wells



From the Rectory

The beginning of 2015 has not been a good one for religion. The Charlie-
Hebdo killings and the Boku Haram massacres in Nigeria are just the latest in a
long line of atrocities committed by people thinking they are acting in
obedience to God’s commands. The two incidents | have cited were
committed by Moslems but Christianity has not got a blameless history in this
regard either. Religious people often get religion completely wrong. It
reminds me of the words in one of the later letters of the New Testament. “If
any one says “l love God” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does
not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not
seen.” (I John 4:20 ESV). The message of the New Testament is clear: True
religion can be seen in how the religious person treats other people. It is not
shown by the number of religious experiences a person has, or the amount of
religious practices someone does. The only acid test for those of us who are
religious is how we treat other people, whether they are those we are close
to, emotionally or geographically, or those we do not normally think of as our
concern. We have just celebrated Christmas, when “the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us”, Jesus, born to Mary and laid in an animal’s feeding
trough to sleep amongst the stock. What marked Jesus out in his adult life,
was not his teaching: much of his teaching is similar to other Rabbis of his day.
He was different because he put into practice the love of God that means
loving people. He mixed with anyone and everyone. He spoke the truth, to
anyone and everyone and the message of the final story he told was that the
only measure we are judged by is how far we have made an effort to better
the situations of those worse off than ourselves. Just like puppies, Jesus is for
life and not just for Christmas and following him means seeing him the faces
and lives of the other human beings with whom we share this planet.

Jo



COMMON FARM FLOWERS

Nationwide delivery of British-grown
bouquets by post,
Wedding and occasion flowers,
workshops.
www.commonfarmflowers.com
01963 32883
georgie@commonfarmflowers.com

KIMBER’S FARM SHOP

Linley Farm, Barrow Lane, Charlton
Musgrove
Quality home produced meats, raw milk
and local produce.

Open Tuesday — Saturday
www.kimbersfarmshop.co.uk or Tel 01963
33177 or emalil
info@kimbersfarmshop.co.uk

Farmers and Gardeners:

Don't let unsightly mole hills spoil
your lawn and wreck your mowers:
ROY TROTT
Has over sixty years’
Experience at catching the little critters.
01963 32200 or 07919 952585

Paul White

Interior and Exterior Decorating
Services

The Mill House, Lower Horwood Farm,
BA9 9RA

07814857496 or 01963 31701

AVAILABLE TO HIRE
Paddock Vacuum with or without Quad Bike. Ideal for:

o Horse manure - save time and energy poo picking!

o Removal of dead leaves, grass and acorns

o Cleaning out water troughs

Day and Hourly rates available (Min of 3 hours) Do it yourself
hires or let us do it for you.

Please call 07912 854775 or Email epowell@hotmail.co.uk

Pet Portraits by Chris Reed
For further details and examples contact on
07790089929
Cjreed.painting@hotmail.com

The Vale Centre
Courtyard of the Manor House, Stoke
Trister, Wincanton, Somerset
Holiday Cottages to let

Telephone 01963 33360
info@valecentre.co.uk or visit
www.valecentre.co.uk

Telephone Lavinia and Michael Dewar on

RECTORY FARM HOUSE
Boutique B & B

In Charlton Musgrove

01963 34599
And see their website

www.rectoryfarmhouse.com
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Roz Hartley and Geoff Syme

Cost Management Specialists,
Saving businesses time and money by
managing their overheads
www.auditel.co.uk/rozhartley Office:
01963 31541Mobiles: 07715 668 248 or
07949 239 864

The Unicorn Inn, Bayford
Real Ale and Ciders, good pub food,
special offers
Tel: 01963 34941

SKIBZ =THE AWARD WINNING
FUNKY BIB

— a perfect gift for babies up to 3 years or
see the KidZZFarm Animal Hopper for
older children. Based at Greenlands
Farm, Charlton Musgrove:
More information on our website
www.skibz.co.uk

The Cat's Whiskers Cake

Company Ltd
The Vale Centre, Stoke Trister BA9 9PH
phone 01963 33717
Email: Catswhiskerscakes@gmail.com
Website www.catswhiskerscakes.com
Bespoke celebration cakes, workshops
and event planning.
Saturday mornings between 10am and
1pm or by appointment

HELEN'S CELEBRATION
CAKES

Helen can supply
amazing decorated/themed cakes for any
occasion from wedding, christening,
birthday etc. You can call her on 01963

33465 or email
helen@andrewchesterman.orangehome.co.uk

COUNTRY MARKET WINCANTON

The Market meets at the Balsam Centre,

Wincanton 8.30 to 11.30am every Friday
morning.

Plants, Cakes, Cheddar cheese and butter
from an internationally known local farm,
Jewellery, Knitting, Cards, Turned Wood,

Fresh Eggs.

Dave Gillam, Carpenter
Tel 01963 33522

INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
Relax in the comfort of your own home and
treat yourself to a gentle head and
shoulder massage.

Qualified Mobile Therapist
Telephone Brenda Ford 07747773982

Roger Jones. Chiropody
In your home.
Telephone 01963 31500

J S ROSE, Electrician

Based in Charlton Musgrove
Tel: 07545 842050

The Willows Health and

Beauty Clinic
Willow Cottage, Leigh Common
BA9 8LE

Ring Lisa Clothier on
01747 841521

Pete Pugsley Ex-Police

Advanced Driving Instructor
Teaching Safe Driving for Life

Tel 01963 31377 Mob 07791462484
Email peter.pugsley@o2.co.uk
Face book: Pete Pugsley’s Driving School
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30" Jan
315 Jan

5t Feb
28" Feb

5% March
6" March
18t March
12t March
23" March

Peaks and Prayer Mats
Coffee Morning

Coffee Morning

Quiz Night

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

January 2015

February 2015
Coffee Morning Bayford Chapel
Arthur Morison Village Hall
March 2015
Coffee Morning Bayford Chapel

NMINTERN
TE

BUILDING &lL\/I\NDSCAmNc. LTD
For all your Garden and Home Improvements

- Over 20 years local experience -
Extensions, patios, landscaping, stonework,
brickwork, fencing & plastering

All aspects of Garden and Home Improvements

For a free, no obligation, quotation please call:
07977 070703 0r01963 371453
Carl.mintern@gmail.com

MBLsecretary@gmail.com

Arthur Morison Village Hall
Arthur Morison Village Hall

Arthur Morison Village Hall
Future of Bayford Chapel  Bayford Chapel
Defibrillator Training
Flower Rota Meeting

Charlton Musgrove Village Hall
Orchard House, Cucklington
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CHURCH SERVICES

CMSJ — St .John’s, Charlton Musgrove.
CMSS — St Stephen’s Charlton Musgrove
C — St Lawrence, Cucklington. ST — St Andrew’s Stoke Trister

JANUARY 2015
25" Jan  9.30 am Benefice Communion CMSJ
FEBRUARY 2015
15TFeb  9.30 am Growing Faith ST
5.30 pm Evensong C
8"Feb  9.30 am Public Worship with
Holy Communion by
Extension CMSS
15" Feb  9.30 am Family Communion C
6.30 pm Evensong BCP ST
22" Feb 9.30 am Benefice Communion CSJ
MARCH 2015
15t March 9.30 am Holy Communion ST
5.30 pm Evensong C

If we have snow and ice please check with your Church Wardens as services may be
cancelled



VILLAGE VIEW

CHARLTON MUSGROVE

www.charltonmusgrove.org
Website Editor: Judy Nathan jhnathan321@gmail.com

;;.f{'ﬂ,‘_' ! Church Wardens:

‘?‘_,)_','!- T

AT o e Veronica White 01963 32928
S 51 % Jonathan Hand 01963 828930

The Church — St Stephen’s And St John’s

Thank you to all the people who decorated our churches for Christmas, and thank you to
Common Farm Flowers who so kindly donated the masses of Paperwhite Narcissi which
looked and smelled wonderful with the greenery and candles.

COMUNITY

Pilates: Contact Mo for details on: 07815 748518
mospilates@yahoo.com Wednesdays at Charlton Musgrove Village Hall
6.30pm — 7.30pm (Intermediate) 7.30pm —8.30pm (Beginners)
Thursdays 9.30 — 10.30am (all levels)

Short Mat Bowls at Charlton Musgrove Village Hall

WE MEET ON THE 2" AND 4" TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH

Come along for a laugh, we are a friendly non-competitive group

Cost - £2.50 per session - Tea & Coffee will be served

Please bring along smooth soled shoes to wear for the sake of the mats.
Brian & Stella Wheeler — 01963 34331

Robert & Jackie Parker — 07769 913475
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Clerk to the Council: Sheran Ring, telephone 01963 32880

Charlton Musgrove Community Defibrillator Training

Kim Davey of South Western Ambulance will conduct an updated training
programme. Techniques & Practice are changing all the time so it is important
to understand the working of your local Defibrillator . The session will take
place at the Village Hall at 7pm 19th March 2015.

Further information contact Bob Parker 07769913475
InkyFingers90@yahoo.com

Defibrillators Save Lives. Learn to use them.

Charlton Musgrove 100 club results
November 2014

No 59 Mrs Carol Plant

No 43 Mrs Lucinda Hand

December 2014

No 74 Mike Harby £100.00
No 94 Jen Kimber £50.00
No 12 Joan England £25.00
No 13 Kevin Flint £25.00

January 2015
No 72 Mrs Gill Wareham £15.00
No 47 Douglas Woods  £15.00

VILLAGE ‘SAFETY NET’
Remember to phone 01963 31634 for help in Charlton Musgrove if you need to call on
the “safety net” which is in place. Diane Coe

10
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CUCKLINGTON

The Church — St Lawrence’s

Church Wardens:

Karen Dunford 01963 34220
Pip Loxton 01747 840947

Thank you to everyone especially the flower ladies who decorated the church, Julia and
the children for the beautiful Christmas tree and Karen and her party for the hundreds of
candles the Church looked fabulous!

Talk: ‘Peaks and Prayers —a November in Nepal’ — a fascinating, illustrated talk by
Christopher Birrell in the Arthur Morison Memorial Hall on Friday 30" January. Tickets
from Brian Trueman (01747 841014) or Karen Dunford (01963 34220) £7.50, to include
light eats. Cash Bar. Not to be missed! All proceeds to St Lawrence’s Church.

Flower Rota Meeting: Monday 23" March at 11 am. at Orchard House for coffee to
discuss the Flower Rota for the coming year. If you are unable to attend please let me
know your preferred dates in advance. Anyone who would like to help this year is always
welcome. We will be decorating St Lawrence for Easter on Saturday 4" April at 10 am,
any white and yellow flowers, greenery and help is much appreciated. (Jan Sullivan,
01747 840014)

CUCKLINGTON VILLAGE QUIZ NIGHT
On Friday 6™ March at 7.00pm
In the Arthur Morison Memorial Hall
£10 per person — to include supper/cash bar
Up to 8 people per table. All welcome
To book a table and for catering purposes
please ring Karen 01963 34220
proceeds to St Lawrence’s Church, Cucklington

11




Village Hall

The Arthur Morison Memorial Hall, Cucklington — Management Committee

Committee members include: Telephone Number
Jenny Rawlings (Booking Secretary) 01963 33320
Jackie Crisp (Treasurer) 01747 8412488
Eldryd Parsons (Chairman) 01963 33628

Hall bookings should be made through Jenny Rawlings who also holds the keys.

First Aid Training: Hugh Honeywill, a qualified first aid instructor, has kindly agreed to offer a day’s training in
basic first aid in the AMMH in Spring this year. There would be a nominal charge for this, to cover the cost of hall
hire. Would anyone who may be interested please let me know — Brian Trueman (01747 841014/
briantrueman100@gmail.com)

Coffee Mornings’ The next two Coffee Morning will be in the Village Hall on Saturday 31 January and Saturday
28" February starting at 10 am. Come along for excellent coffee, delicious cakes and lots of chat.

Save the Vale AGM: This will take place in the AMMH at 7 pm on Friday 10*" April. Light eats and a cash bar.
Members and anyone interested in what we do most welcome.

TABLE TENNIS EVERY TUESDAY
AT THE ARTHUR MORISON HALL AT 7.30pm all welcome

STOKE TRISTER WITH BAYFORD

www.stoketrister.co.uk
Website Editor: Roger Perry at roger@biomassheating.co.uk

The Church — St Andrew’s and Bayford Chapel

|/L

0! e z:gc Church Wardens:
E{?&T /\ k@ rg—'\—;’ Adam Persson 01963 33954
&1 Nigel Noble 01963 31071

THANK YOU

Many thanks to Alan Osborne for his most generous contribution to Church Funds.

12


mailto:briantrueman100@gmail.com
http://www.stoketrister.co.uk/
mailto:roger@biomassheating.co.uk

PUBLIC MEETING ON WEDNESDAY 18 ® MARCH 2015 TO DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF
BAYFORD CHAPEL

Whilst the primary purpose of Bayford Chapel is to provide a place of worship in the village, its
secondary role has been that of a village hall, albeit with limited facilities. The trustees of the property,
built in 1881, are the members of the DiocesanBoard of Finance, and the Rector and the Churchwardens
of the Parish of Stoke Trister with Bayford.

In common with all church buildings, the responsibility for the upkeep of St Andrews Church and
Bayford Chapel rests solely with the members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC). No grant is
Ul ET DYT Ewi UOOwWUT 1T w#POET Ul 6w( OWEEEPUDPOOWUT T woOl OET UU
essentially the employment costs for the Rector and the central services provided by the Diocese.

Our current wor shipping congregation numbers about one dozen and its average age is over sixty. The
strain on this small group, both financial and physical, of maintaining two church buildings and meeting
its parish share is considerable.

A recent inspection of Bayford Chapel by the Diocesan Architect indicates the need for roof and other
repairs at an estimated cost of @ £45k. The PCC has concluded that it lacks the capacity to raise these
funds, and that, with great regret, the time has come to dispose of the building. Henceforth they will
concentrate their time and resources on the maintenance of St Andrews Church, with any funds raised
from the disposal of Bayford Chapel being used to further this objective. The Trustees support this
decision and have authorised the PCC to commence the disposal process.

The PCC wish to consult with the residents of the Parish and hear their views on the need, or otherwise,
to replace the social facility provided by Bayford Chapel. From their perspective the PCC would like to
know:

1 Wit hin the community if there a desire to own the building and run it as a village hall?

i Is there a wish to have a village hall financed and managed by the community but located in an
area other than Bayford Chapel? If so, it may be possible to provide a pat of Bayford Field for this
purpose.

1 As an alternative should greater use be made of the Arthur Morison Memorial Hall? Whilst
located in Cucklington, it is the wish of the Trustees that it should be made available to the
residents of Bayford and Stoke Trister.

1 If there are alternative views and proposals?

For this purpose a public meeting will take place in Bayford Chapel on
Wednesday 18" March 2015 at 6.30 p.m. Light refreshments will be provided
from 6.00 p.m.

If you have views or suggestions, do please attend and share them with us. The
outcome of this meeting is important in that it could define the social provision

in the Parish for several decades hence. All are welcome to attend!



Thanks to Nigel and Diana for all their hard work in organising the Christmas Tree Festival
and for providing the wine and refreshments on the Friday evening. This gathering was
much appreciated by all who came and the trees were a delight, especially lit up; they
looked magical. Thank you Diana and Nigel.

The Christmas Fair was a great success making approximately £650. A huge amount of
work was put in by all those involved to make it go so well and thank you to all who came
and supported it, donated, made cakes, and contributed to the happy atmosphere.
Janet Smith and Pam Gray are still both absent from our midst. Janet is still in Preston
Park House in Yeovil and Pam is now in La Fontana in Martock. Both would welcome
visitors and we wish them well.

Community

=

.The next Bayford Coffee mornings will be held in the Chapel on Thursday 5 February and
Thursday 5 March. All are very welcome to come.

Many thanks to Maggie and Marcus Giles for hosting the coffee morning in their lovely
warm and beautifully decorated house on 4th December. As always, the sherry and
mince pies were non-stop, and there were enough raffle prizes for almost everyone to
win one. We are very grateful to Maggie for the hard work she puts in to making this
event one of the special days in the village's year.

Another special day in the year at Christmas time is the Ellards' party in Bayford Chapel
on 8th December. This is always fun, with the lovely tea they provide, together with a
quiz - even more difficult this year!! - raffle prizes and finishing with carols sung with
Diana at the organ. So much hard work for Brian and Averil, and so much appreciated by
everyone who went. Thank you both.



COPY DATE FOR FEBRUARY ISSUE
Thursday 19™ February
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This map shows the where the grit bins are situated for Stoke Trister and Bayford
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spectra musica

New Year, New Musical Director

Spectra Musica is looking forward to welcoming their new,
extremely talented Musical Director in January. Peter Leech
has over 25 years’ experience as a choral and orchestral
conductor, composer and musicologist. He will be maintaining
the group’s eclectic programmes which have brought so much
pleasure to audiences.

On 28" February he will lead a ‘Come and Sing Day’ in the
Cheap Street Methodist Church, Sherborne which will include
Lotti's Requiem and Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess. Concert
pianist Anita D’Attellis will be performing and accompanying
once again. Peter’s first concert with the group will be 21
March at the Wincanton Catholic Church.

For more details tel: 01749 860457



