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Any Questions?

I don’t know about you but anyone reading the papers and watching TV in the last few months of
political debate could be forgiven for believing that the basic tenets of the Christian faith are the
oppression of women and homophobia! Some national newspapers even questioned whether
being a Christian made one unfit to stand for public office.

Leaving aside this challenge to Britain’s historic value for freedom of religion, I found this
understanding of Christianity troubling. Tragically, the oppression of women and homophobia
have been rampant since Christianity became the state religion in the fourth century. It is, of
course, right to rigorously challenge and oppose prejudice and bigotry, not least because it
completely contradicts the teaching of Jesus Christ, the one it claims to represent.

Jesus’ life, actions and teaching were consistently about treating others as you would like to be
treated yourself, preferring their needs over your own and yet also knowing and loving yourself. He
didn’t just live this out - it was also the purpose of his death.

I grew up, as many of us have done, at the tail end of the Christendom culture but I never
understood what it meant to follow Jesus. I didn’t find answers in church, just a stifling conformity
of thinking and an unwillingness to discuss.

I used to hear in Sunday School that Jesus died so that we wouldn't have to - and yet I saw people
dying all around me. I was taught that 2,000 years ago, Jesus was God in a human body - and yet
he could also be in my day to day life. I was taught that he took away all my sins - and yet I didn’t
feel any different. I was taught that he rose from the dead and that I would too - but that seemed
irrelevant to my life growing up in Leamington Spa!

So I abandoned church, Christianity and all that went with it in my teens and twenties, looking
into other faiths and exploring the world, aware that something was missing.

One day, my brother-in-law, suggested that I look at the Alpha Course. It was there that some of
my questions were answered and there was space to disagree, to think and to discuss. It looked at
things like the meaning of life, questioned how God is good yet suffering happens and explained
the Holy Spirit. It provided opportunity to encounter true spirituality during which something
changed in me and I knew God was real and personal.

It was there that I discovered that Jesus invites all to follow him, whatever our gender, orientation,
race, social class, political views or cultural faith. I saw the difference between following Jesus and
a powerless but noxious cultural Christianity which had obscured the simple message of love that
Jesus brings.

Of course, not everyone followed Jesus 2,000 years ago but they knew who they were rejecting.
The question is, do you? If not, why not do the Alpha course and make up your own mind?

The Alpha Course will run in The Smithy Pub, Charlton Musgrove from Tuesday
October 3rd for 8 weeks. There will be a meal, DVD and the chance to discuss,
challenge and ask questions.

No pressure, no follow up, no charge.

Revd Rosemary Ashley
01747 442969



COMMON FARM FLOWERS
Nationwide delivery of British-grown
bouquets by post,
Wedding and occasion flowers,
workshops.
www.commonfarmflowers.com
01963 32883
georgie@commonfarmflowers.com

Farmers and Gardeners:

Don't let unsightly mole hills spoil
your lawn and wreck your mowers:
ROY TROTT
Has over sixty years’
Experience at catching the little critters.
01963 32200 or 07919 952585

KEV'S CLEANING SERVICES LTD

Window cleaning inside & outside A We
also clean Gutters, Drainpipes,
Facsias, Conservatoryroofs, and

Garage doors,
Call v f REGULARS
allus now for a quate: AND ONE OFFS
AVAILABLE

- Office- (01823) 272260
- Mobile - 0785451628

EST SINCE 1586

The Vale Centre

Courtyard of the Manor House, Stoke
Trister, Wincanton, Somerset
Holiday Cottages to let
Telephone 01963 33360
info@valecentre.co.uk or visit
www.valecentre.co.uk

Geoff Syme

Cost Management Specialist
Saving businesses time and money by
managing their overheads
www.auditel.co.uk/geoffsyme Office: 01963
31541 Mobile 07949 239 864

KIMBERS FARM SHOP
Between Wincanton & Bruton Race course Road
Quality home produced meats & raw milk.
Local produce, deli and gifts.
open Tuesday-Saturday
www.kimbersfarmshop.co.uk
01963 33177 or email
info@kimbersfarmshop.co.uk

Paul White
Interior and Exterior Decorating
Services
The Mill House, Lower Horwood Farm,
BA9 9RA

07814857496 or 01963 31701

Pet Portraits by Chris Reed
For further details and examples
contact on 07790089929
Cjreed.painting@hotmail.com

First Impression Hair & Harmony
Professional, Fully Qualified Mobile Hairdresser & Nail
Technician
Bridal and prom packages/OAP Mondays
St Johns Cottages, Charlton Musgrove, BA9 8HW
Contact Jessica Keill
Tel: 07825176752
Website: www.firstimpressionhairandharmony.com
Email: jkeill0308 @googlemail.com
Facebook: First Impression Hair and Harmony

The Unicorn Inn, Bayford
Real Ale and Ciders, good pub food,
special offers
Tel: 01963 34941

MINTERN

BUILDING & LANDSCAPINGLTD
For all your Garden and Home Improvements

- Over 20 years local experience -
Extensions, patios, landscaping, stonework,
brickwork, fencing & plastering
All aspects of Garden and Home Improvements
For a free, no obligation, quotation please call:
07977 070703 or 01963 363535
Carl.mintern@amail.com

The Cat's Whiskers Cake

Company Ltd
The Vale Centre, Stoke Trister BA9 9PH
phone 01963 33717
Email: Catswhiskerscakes@gmail.com
Website www.catswhiskerscakes.com
Bespoke celebration cakes, workshops
and event planning.
Saturday mornings between 10am and
1pm or by appointment
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Letter from the Right Reverend Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells
For Parish Newsletters - August 2017

In a magazine recently | read about a distance learning course being offered by St. John’s College in
Nottingham specifically for Church Administrators. It combines study alongside working, takes about 18
months, and leads to a Certificate in Christian Studies. Those who have completed the course speak of how
not only has it transformed their way of working, but how it changed the way others within the church
perceived them and the work that they do. | found that really encouraging.

All churches are dependent on the skills, gifts and talents of church members offering their time and
expertise to help build up the Church. Valuing, appreciating and developing those God-given gifts is so
important. When Paul wrote to the Church at Corinth he said; ‘Now to each one has been given the Spirit’s
gifts for the good of all.” (1 Corinthians Chapter 12) He then goes on to give examples of those gifts. He
mentions prophecy and healing, preaching and teaching, leadership and tongues and many others. But
tucked away in that list of gifts and ministries we read that God has appointed people with the ability ‘to
help others and those with gifts of administration’. Administrators are mentioned in the same list as
apostles, miracle workers and prophets.

Although as anyone who has ever been involved in Church work knows administrators often are ‘miracle
workers’ ensuring that all the necessary administrative tasks of the church are done efficiently and
effectively. The word Paul uses for ‘administrator’ is the same word that is used for a pilot of a ship, whose
task it is to steer the ship safely through the rocks and the shoals to the harbour. Administrators seldom
stand in the limelight, they work in the background and shoulder the routine but essential work on which
everything else depends.

We don’t always know who counts the collection, produces the service sheets, takes the minutes, or
staples the church magazine together. But God knows and without all those people the mission of the
church would not go forward as it does. Hurrah for administrators.

The Right Reverend Peter Hancock
Bishop of Bath and Wells
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

July 2017

28t Scrabble

29t Coffee Morning
August 2017

3 Coffee Morning
12" Flower Show
13" Tea with Rosy
25t Scrabble
September 2017

7t Coffee Morning
12t Open Evening
201 Village Lunch
29 Scrabble
October 2017

1% Harvest Supper
3rd Alpha

gth Harvest Lunch
7t Flower Show
25t Village Lunch
27t Scrabble
November 2017

22" Village Lunch
24 Scrabble

Arthur Morison Memorial Hall
Arthur Morison Memorial Hall

Bayford Village Hall

Arthur Morison Memorial Hall
Chestnuts, Cucklington

Arthur Morison Memorial Hall

Bayford Village Hall
Bayford Village Hall
Bayford Village Hall
Arthur Morison Memorial Hall

Charlton Musgrove Village Hall
The Smithy

Arthur Morison Memorial Hall
Charlton Musgrove Village Hall
Bayford Village Hall

Arthur Morison Memorial Hall

Bayford Village Hall
Arthur Morison Memorial Hall

Short Mat Bowls at Charlton Musgrove Village Hall

WE MEET ON THE 2" AND 4" TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH

Come along for a laugh, we are a friendly non-competitive group

Cost - £2.50 per session - Tea & Coffee will be served

Please bring along smooth soled shoes to wear for the sake of the mats.
Brian & Stella Wheeler — 01963 34331

TABLE TENNIS EVERY TUESDAY
AT THE ARTHUR MORISON HALL AT 7.30pm all welcome




CHURCH SERVICES
CMSJ - St. John's, Charlton Musgrove. CMSS — St. Stephen’s Charlton Musgrove
C - St. Lawrence, Cucklington. ST —St. Andrew’s Stoke Trister
All services below are Benefice Services.
Everyone is warmly welcome to join in whichever service they would like.

July 2017
23 9.30 am Family Service CMS)
30t 9.30 am Family Communion ST
August 2017
6t 9.30 am Family Communion ST
6.00 pm Evensong C
13t 9.30 am Family Communion CMS)
20t 9.30 am Family Communion ST
6.00 pm Evensong C
27t 10.30 am Morning Prayer and Baptism CMSS
September 2017
3rd 9.30 am Family Communion ST
6.00 pm Evensong C
10th 9.30 am Morning Prayer CMSS
17th 9.30 am Family Communion C
6.30 pm Evensong ST
24t 9.30 am Family Communion CMS)
October 2017
1t 10.00 am Harvest Festival CMSS
gth 11.00 am Harvest Festival C
15t 5.30 pm Harvest Festival followed by Tea ST

Ivingfaithlocally

www.livingfaithlocally.co.uk
7



http://www.livingfaithlocally.co.uk/

From the Organ Bench

Here’s a hymn which prays, as we all should, for a guiding light, but in modern times has fallen out of
favour and perhaps deserves a revival.

Lead, kindly light, amid the encircling gloom;
Lead thou me on....

The immediate reason why John Henry Newman (1801-90) wrote these lines was that he was returning from
a holiday in 1833 on a boat which was becalmed between Sicily and Corsica. But the deeper message
behind it was that Newman felt that the Church of England, into which he was ordained, was also becalmed
and losing its way. Many priests were younger ‘sons of the manor’ who paid little attention to their
parishes, and Newman and several other young clergymen founded the Oxford Movement whose aim was to
restore order and spiritual depth.

Helped by the Victorians’ love of tradition and ceremony, this aim was largely achieved — one of the visible
results being the widespread installation of choir stalls in the chancels of churches, and of organs. Much to
the disgust of many, including the characters in Thomas Hardy’s Under the Greenwood Tree, organs, and a
single organist, replaced the more informal music groups which would often play in a church’s west gallery
(and the Victorians often removed that too). In church music as so often in life, what goes around comes
around....

Newman’s belief in the importance of ritual and doctrine led him later to join the Roman Catholic Church,
and he became a cardinal. His other famous hymns, Praise to the Holiest and Firmly | believe and truly,
come from his poem The Dream of Gerontius which was set to music gloriously by Sir Edward Elgar.

Lead, kindly light wasn’t written specifically as a hymn, but Newman was very pleased and thankful that it
became popular as such through a tune written for the words by John Bacchus Dykes (1823-76). Many of
Dykes’s tunes are very singable and still well-known today, but this one (‘Lux benigna’) has a complex,
irregular rhythm and modern congregations have struggled with it more than the Victorians did.

Good current hymn books include a fine strong tune (‘Alberta’) as an alternative (there is another tune,
‘Sandon’, best sung as a cure for insomnia). ‘Alberta’ was written by Sir William Harris (1883-1973)
during a train journey in Canada, and somehow gives the words the hope, beyond the gloom, that Newman
prayed for and was to find.

So long thy power hath blessed me, sure it still
Will lead me on;

O’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent, still
The night is gone;

And with the morn those angel faces smile,
Which I have loved long since, and lost awhile.

David Duvall



VILLAGE VIEW

CHARLTON MUSGROVE

www.charltonmusgrove.org
Website Editor: Judy Nathan jhnathan321@gmail.com
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s RN Jonathan Hand 01963 82893

The Church — St Stephen’s And St John’s

"Benefice Summer Fair. Thank you all so much - we raised over £2500 for the Benefice! It
was a splendid afternoon, blessed with wonderful weather and it was lovely to see people
enjoying all the Fair had to offer. There are always many pieces, large or small, which come
together to make a successful event, so thank you to everyone on "Team Fete'. Also it couldn't
work without the support of our communities and it made so worthwhile to see so many
there. Thank you once again for your support and glad you enjoyed it!"

An Invitation to meet Rosy
Tea, cakes and Pimms will be served
Sunday Aug 13th. 3.30pm - 6.30pm
at Chestnuts, Rowls Lane, Cucklington, BA9 9PY (next to the Village Hall).
everyone in the Benefice is welcome
| hope many of you will be able to make it!

The Alpha Course will run in The Smithy Pub, Charlton Musgrove at 7pm from
Tuesday October 3rd for 8 weeks. There will be a meal, DVD and the chance to
discuss, challenge and ask questions.

No pressure, no follow up, no charge.

Village Coffee Mornings Friday 18th August & Friday 15th September.
Come along & join us for a cup of real Coffee & Homemade cake from 10.30 to 12.00am.

'FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW 7th OCTOBER. Our annual Flower & Produce Show
is on the 7th October this year - the Schedule is on the Village website and a copy was in
with last month's Newsletter. The Show last year produced many wonderful entries and
this year we have introduced some new categories and classes which should appeal to all
skills and ages. Don't forget to keep taking the photos for the new style Photography
section. Have a good look through the Schedule and reserve the datel

Pauline, Ceri and Gill."


mailto:jhnathan321@gmail.com

Charlton Musgrove 100 Club Results July Draw.
No.2 Sean & Kate McCarry.
No.36 Beryl Griffin.

Shrubs in need of TLC. Do you like a challenge?

Any Gardeners out there interested in giving a new home to two large Scimia shrubs in moderate health
in need of re potting. Also one dilapidated Camelia also needing re potting. Free to anyone willing to take
them on.

They would have to be collected.

If interested Contact Joan England

01963 32151.

VILLAGE ‘SAFETY NET’
Remember to phone 01963 31634 for help in Charlton Musgrove if you need to call on the “safety net”
which is in place. Diane Coe

Charlton Musgrove Defibrillator  1st Responder Contact Numbers

Chris Mielville 0196333233 Custodians

Barrie & Cerilzard 0196334144 John Ball 0196331046
David Amblin 01963 31012 Robert Parker 07769913475
Neal Sizmore 07795817460

In case of medical emergency ring 999 and ask for the Ambulance Service. The operator will then send a
medic and inform there is a Defibrillator in Charlton Musgrove and will give the key pad entry number
for access. There is a list of first responders on the door ring one of them immediately for assistance
prior to Ambulance arrival. Defibrillators can save lives

COPY DATE FOR OCTPBER ISSUE
Thursday 14th September 2017
PLEASE SEND YOUR COPY TO:
Brian Trueman (for CUCKLINGTON)
briantrueman100@gmail.com 01747 841014
Or direct to the Editor Pip Loxton
Genges, Cucklington, Wincanton, BA9 9PT
01747 840947  pipl@nmr.co.uk

Newsletter Donations.
The Village Newsletter is delivered free to every home in the benefice.
We rely on donations, especially from advertisers, to cover the cost.
The recent increase in printing costs makes this even more important.
Advertisers, if you haven't donated in the last 12 months please send
your donation to: Jeremy Sellick, The Bakery, Charlton Musgrove, BA9 8HW.
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CUCKLINGTON
The Church — St Lawrence’s

Church Wardens
Karen Dunford — Pip Loxton
01963 34220 Contact Telephone numbers 01747 840947

COPY DATE FOR AUGUST/SEPTEMBER ISSUE Thursday 13th July 2017

The Arthur Morison Memorial Hall, Cucklington — Management Committee

Committee members include: Telephone Number
Campbell Dunford (Chairman) 01963 34220
Jenny Rawlings (Booking Secretary) 01963 33320

Hall bookings should be made through Jenny Rawlings who also holds the keys.

MARY LONGSDON. Mary died on July 9th after a few very trying months iliness. It was far
too soon, and she will be greatly missed. Mary came, with her mother, to the village in 1963,
and what a lucky day for Cucklington.

They quickly found a place in village life, and throughout their time here were always quick to
welcome newcomers frequently entertaining them to a splendid meal. Mary ran the flower
show for some years, organised the church flowers, and was church warden for many

years. These skills came together to run two very successful ‘Gardens Open’ week- ends, with
good themes for decorating the church, and she supported the pantomimes as ‘Lighting
Manager’. Mary was a top breeder of Fell ponies winning many national trophies, but it was
her antics driving the pony's that cheered and amused the village considerably!! We missed
her very much when she moved to Derbyshire, and | know how much Derbyshire will be missing
her now. Mary’s infectious optimism, enjoyment of life and diplomacy were a tonic for
everyone.

"Benefice Summer Fair. Thank you all so much - we raised over £2500 for the Benefice! It
was a splendid afternoon, blessed with wonderful weather and it was lovely to see people
enjoying all the Fair had to offer. There are always many pieces, large or small, which come
together to make a successful event, so thank you to everyone on 'Team Fete'. Also it couldn't
work without the support of our communities and it made so worthwhile to see so many
there. Thank you once again for your support and glad you enjoyed it!"

An Invitation to meet Rosy
Tea, cakes and Pimms will be served
Sunday Aug 13th. 3.30pm - 6.30pm
at Chestnuts, Rowls Lane, Cucklington, BA9 9PY (next to the Village Hall).
everyone in the Benefice is welcome
| hope many of you will be able to make it!
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The Alpha Course will run in The Smithy Pub, Charlton Musgrove from Tuesday
October 3rd for 8 weeks. There will be a meal, DVD and the chance to discuss,
challenge and ask questions.

No pressure, no follow up, no charge.

Cucklington, Stoke Trister with Bayford Flower and Produce Show
12" August at 2.30 at the Arthur Morison Village Hall
Raffle, Refreshments, Auction an all together entertaining afternoon
If you fancy entering classes but have lost your schedule contact
Pip Loxton 07970009142

Village Hall Coffee Mornings The next coffee mornings will be on Saturday 29" July, Saturday 26"
August and Saturday 30" September. They will start at 10 am. Come along for excellent coffee, delicious
cakes and lots of chat.

Village Hall Cleaning. The next cleaning day is 2" September. We start around 9.30 am, and providing
a few of us are there, a couple of hours will do it. But it is our hall, and needs a bit of attention from time
to time, so any help would be welcome!

Scrabble. Don’t forget the next scrabble evening will be in the village hall 28" July, starting at 7 pm.

Arthur Morison Memorial Hall:

The AMMH Committee thought you would like to know that after much research a new Acoustic baffle
system has been installed in the Arthur Morison Memorial Hall which should, we hope, overcome many
of the problems people have had with noise at some events. We are indebted once again to Brian
Trueman for his work and the Polygon Trust for their unstinting support.

We have also installed new small football goalposts for everyone’s use so that children can safely enjoy
some kick-abouts

Campbell Dunford

Village Contacts:
Chair of Village Meeting: Hugh Davies: cucklingtonchairman@gmail.com
e NHW co-ordinator - Brian Trueman 01747 841014. Non urgent calls to police — 101, or else call
the charity Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 www.crimestoppers-uk.org
e To check on the status of Planning Applications online go to:
http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/planningsearch
e Toreport Fly Tipping online go to:
http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/online
(Dorset: http://www.dorsetforyou.com/flytipping/report-flytipping-online).
e Telephone numbers for reporting to the council (office hours) are:
General, inc. fly tipping: 01935 462462.
The contact number for Somerset Highways is now: 0300 123 2224 (Monday-Friday a.m. to p.m)
Saturday am to p.m. and Sunday closed (Call 101 if urgent).
Planning: 01935 462016.
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STOKE TRISTER WITH BAYFORD

www.stoketristerbayford.net
contact: web@stoketristerbayford.net

The Church — St Andrew’s

Church Wardens:

Nigel Noble 01963 31071

"Benefice Summer Fair. Thank you all so much - we raised over £2500 for the Benefice! It
was a splendid afternoon, blessed with wonderful weather and it was lovely to see people
enjoying all the Fair had to offer. There are always many pieces, large or small, which come
together to make a successful event, so thank you to everyone on "Team Fete'. Also it couldn't
work without the support of our communities and it made so worthwhile to see so many
there. Thank you once again for your support and glad you enjoyed it!"

An Invitation to meet Rosy
Tea, cakes and Pimms will be served
Sunday Aug 13th. 3.30pm - 6.30pm
at Chestnuts, Rowls Lane, Cucklington, BA9 9PY (next to the Village Hall).
everyone in the Benefice is welcome
| hope many of you will be able to make it!

Cucklington, Stoke Trister with Bayford Flower and Produce Show
12™ August at 2.30 at the Arthur Morison Village Hall
Raffle, Refreshments, Auction an all together entertaining afternoon
If you fancy entering classes but have lost your schedule contact
Pip Loxton 07970009142

The Alpha Course will run in The Smithy Pub, Charlton Musgrove from Tuesday
October 3rd for 8 weeks. There will be a meal, DVD and the chance to discuss,
challenge and ask questions.

No pressure, no follow up, no charge.

Many thanks to Maureen Parsons for organising a most enjoyable and relaxing outing to
Minehead on 28th June, with a scenic train trip and rather damp day. Even Maureen
couldn’t work her magic on the weather, but we had delicious fish and chips on the outward
journey and a cream tea on the return and a good day was had by all. We look forward to

the next trip.
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The unpredictable weather was glorious for our coffee morning held in the Ellard’s glorious
garden on 6th July, and we are all most grateful to Brian and Averil, ably assisted by Monica
for their warm hospitality in hosting this occasion. The sight of Brian dashing round with
garden umbrellas and chocolate biscuits having to be eaten “just because they are melting”
caused a lot of amusement. Thank you Averil and Brian for a lovely morning.

The next Bayford Coffee Mornings will be on Thursday 3rd August and Thursday 7th
September in Bayford Village Hall from 10 am to 12 noon, including a Bring & Buy. Everyone
is very welcome to come whether you live in Bayford or anywhere else — please drop in.

Bayford Village Hall Open Evening

On Tuesday 12th September at 7.00 pm there will be an Open Evening in the Village

Hall. When the initial questionnaire was circulated, most people indicated they would like a
Village Hall, suggesting different events that could be held there. The Hall is now fully up
and running and this is an opportunity for you to look over the past year and put forward ideas
for activities, events and fund raising possibilities you would like to see take place in the

Hall. Everyone is very welcome to come along and join in. Refreshments will be served.

Village Lunch Club

Dates for the next 3 Village Lunches are shown in the Calendar of Events. These are proving
to be popular, so do come along.




STOKE TRISTER WITH BAYFORD PARISH COUNCIL
DATES FOR PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS IN 2017

All meetings are held in the Bayford Village Hall commencing at 7.30 pm. Members
of the Press and Public are welcome.

THURSDAY 7t SEPTEMBER
THURSDAY 9" NOVEMBER (Precept meeting)

An agenda and draft minutes from the previous meeting(s) will be posted on the Parish
notice boards at Bayford Village Hall, Bayford; by School House, Stoke Trister by the
triangle, Stoke Trister at least three clear working days prior to the meeting.

Minutes and agendas can be found on the Parish Council website: www.
stoketristerwithbayford.net

Any issues to be raised at the next meeting should be addressed to the Clerk ten days prior
to the meeting at the address shown on the Parish notice boards and in the Parish
magazine. Separate meetings are held on site to consider planning applications and
agendas are posted on the notice boards three clear working days before a meeting is held.

Patricia Gillman
Clerk to the Parish Council 1%t January 2017
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CHARLTON MUSGROVE VILLAGE HALL
Thursday evenings 6.45 - 7.45pm, Mixed Abilities Class
Focus the mind and strengthen the body
Improve posture and muscle balance, Increase Flexibility
North Cheriton Village Hall Thursdays 4.30-5.30 55+
tracey@pilates-fresh.co.uk
Mob 07866552421 www.pilates-fresh.co.uk

Bresthe

HATHA YOGA FOR everybody
Tuesdays 11am Wincanton Memorial Hall
All abilities welcome
For more information contact Georgie
07747 636026

THE NAKED FARMER
SOMERSET LAMB PRODUCED WITH PASSION AND NAKED HONESTY
VISIT: WWW.NAKEDFARMING.CO.UK TO FIND OUT WHAT TRACEABLE REALLY MEANS.
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