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PARISH COUNCIL CONTACTS   
Charlton Musgrove                             
Chair: Robin Bastable                             
Tel: 01963 32317                                
Clerk: Sam Atherton                               
Tel: 07786071147 
clerk@charltonmusgrovepc.org.uk   

Cucklington                                       
Chair : Di Hammet                                  
Tel: 01747 840770                                        
cucklingtonchairman@gmail.com    
Stoke Trister with Bayford                   
Chair: Niru Linsey                         
Tel:01963 33972                                      
nirulinsley@icloud.com                                   
Clerk: Kate Fullerton                                  
stoketristerpc@gmail.com 

VILLAGE HALL CONTACTS        
Charlton Musgrove                             
Chair: Kelvin Moore                                     
cmvillagehall@gmail.com                     
Arthur Morison Memorial Hall,             
Cucklington                                        
Chair: Campbell Dunford                         
Tel: 01963 34220                             
Bayford Village Hall                             
Bookings: Niru Linsey                             
Tel: 01963 33972                                           
nirulinsey@icloud.com 

POLICE                                         
101 - non emergency line                                  
999 - emergencies                                              
Local police of cers                                                  
louise.perry@avonandsomerset.police.uk  
beata.marcelino@avonandsomerset.police.uk 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH      
Charlton Musgrove                               
Pene Volk: 01963 32013                      
Stoke Trister                                         
Peter Munro: 01963 33036                            
Bayford                                              
Andy Chesterman: 01963 33465               
Cucklington                                               
Di Hammet 01747 840770              
dmhammet99@aol.com 

CHURCH                                    
Rector: Rev. Rosy Ashley                        
Tel: 07482300290                    
rosyashley@hotmail.com 

CHURCH WARDENS & TREASURER 
Charlton Musgrove                            
Church Warden: position vacant                
Treasurer: Jeremy Sellick                       
Tel: 01963 32174                                    
jeremysellick@hotmail.co.uk                 
Cucklington                               
Church Warden: Pip Loxton                    
Tel: 07970009142                  
piplo@nmrp.com                                 
Treasurer: Christopher Birrell                           
Tel 01963 33209                           
crsb@clingerhouse.com                         
Stoke Trister & Bayford                            
Church Warden: position vacant              
Treasurer: Geoff Syme                           
Tel: 01963 31541 

BENEFICE SAFEGUARDING OFFICER 
Jenny Kimber                                 
Tel: 01963 33446 / 07799645661       
Jennydoggrell@hotmail.com 
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LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS 

I wonder if you are getting an Advent calendar this year? I remember the excitement as a child 

of seeing the nativity story unfold, door by door, tiny drawings portraying the ancient and ever 

present mystery of God taking on physicality and humanity to become one of us. 

It was the Franciscan monk, Francis of Assisi (1182–1226) who realised the deep significance 

of this coming of God. Prior to the 13th century, Easter, celebrating Christ’s death and 

resurrection, was the main feast of the church but Francis popularised Christmas, celebrating 

the incarnation. He came to realise that God loved us from the very beginning and showed this 

love by becoming incarnate in Jesus, “saving” us by becoming one of us!. He also saw that, if 

God has become flesh and taken on physicality and humanity, then it’s good to be human, it’s 

good to be on this earth, it’s good to be flesh, it’s good to have emotions - because God loves 

matter and physicality. 

Francis also realised that God entering the material realm impacted all of creation. With God’s 

incarnate spirit hiding inside everything material, Francis felt that every tree should be 

decorated with lights, illustrating that light is its true nature, shining from within. And that’s what 

people in Christian countries around the world still do, eight hundred years later. 

So in this Advent period, we’re not simply waiting for the little baby Jesus to be born. That 

already happened two thousand years ago. We’re forever welcoming the Christ, the God who 

has come to us, preparing our hearts to be a manger in which Christ can lay. Let’s make room 

in our lives for this great mystery this Christmas. 

 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU to Chris ne Perre  and her amazing team who organised the 
Bayford Christmas Fair again this year! With a range of beau ful, home cra ed 
Christmas gi s, good quality bric a brac and wonderful raffle and tombola prizes, it 
was a very enjoyable way to spend Saturday morning. The event also raised over 
£750.00 for which the church is really grateful - thank you so much!  



Benefice Church Services & Events 
December 2023 to January 2024 

SSCM = St Stephen’s church, Rectory Lane, Charlton Musgrove 
SLC = St Lawrence’s church, Cucklington 

SJCM = St John’s church, Barrow Lane, Charlton Musgrove 
SAST = St Andrew’s Church, Stoke Trister 

DEC 
3rd 

10.00 Café Church SSCM 

18.30 Evensong SAST 

8th 19.00 
Christmas Tree Festival 

Live Jazz, Wine and Cheese 
SAST 

9th 10.00 to 
16.00 

Christmas Tree Festival 
10.00 to 15.00 

Singing of Carols with Silver Band 
15.00 to 16.00 

SAST 

10th 

9.00 Holy Communion SSCM 

13.00 
to 

16.00 

Christmas Tree Festival 
13.00-15.00 

Reflective Christmas service 
15.00-16.00 

SAST 

17th 19.00 
Carols by Candlelight 

with seasonal refreshments 
SLC 

22nd 19.00 
Carols by Candlelight 

with seasonal refreshments 
SSCM 

24th 
16.00 

Christmas Eve Christingle Service 
with seasonal refreshments 

SJCM 

23.30 Midnight Communion SAST 

25th 
9.00 Christmas Day Holy Communion SLC 

10.00 Christmas Day Holy Communion SSCM 

31st 9.00 New Year’s Eve Morning Praise SJCM 

JAN 7th 10.00 Said Holy Communion SSCM 

  10.00 Cafe Church SJCM 

14th 9.00 Holy Communion SLC 

21st 10.00 Morning Praise SJCM 

  18.00 Evensong SLC 

28th 9.00 Holy Communion SLC 



Bishop’s le er - A unique story 
When I speak to my Mum on my birthday, she o en recalls to me the events that sur-
rounded my arrival in the world. These include nearly being born in the hospital li , my 
older brother being smuggled in to see me under my dad’s overcoat and of various aunts 
sneaking onto the maternity ward out of visi ng hours by wearing their WRVS uniforms.  

Each of us has a unique story about our birth. At Christmas we’ll be recoun ng once 
again the story that we share about another birth - the birth of Jesus. Across the world 
we’ll be re-telling and re-enac ng what happened in Bethlehem more than 2000 years 
ago. We’ll recall the journey of Mary and Joseph, the birth in the stable, the arrival of 
the shepherds, the song of the angels, the visit of the Magi.  

Our own birth stories are unique to each of us. Jesus’s is common to us all. And not just 
because we all know about it. For in our recollec on of Jesus’ birth, we’ll also be remem-
bering that that in him, God came to be at one with us. In Jesus God arrived to share ful-
ly in our humanity, experiencing complete solidarity with every aspect of our human 
condi on. Jesus is ‘God with us’ – in trenches in Ukraine, bomb shelters in Israel and Ga-
za, in hospital wards where loved ones die, in rela onships where there is conflict and 
distress. 

Just as much as he is with us in our greatest joys and our deepest woes, Jesus is also for 
us. One of the earliest teachers of the Church said this: ‘He became what we are so that 
we might become what he is.’ The baby born in Bethlehem stands with us not only in all 
that we experience. This child also comes to offer us the possibility of opening every part 
of our lives to the transforming power of God’s life of love and joy and peace. He comes 
so that every day we can become a li le more like him.   

This is the good news of Christmas and may it be yours this year.  

A very Merry Christmas to you all.  

 



We are playing Scrabble on the 
second Friday of each month in 
Cucklington at AMMH join us at 

7.00pm 1st DECEMBER. 

We would be delighted to welcome new 
members. We play a friendly game,    

Including many levels of ability. All you 
need to bring is  whatever you would 
like to drink, ‘nibbles’ are provided!  

If you would like more information 
please contact      

Gaye on 01747 840450. 

This years Christmas tree fes val at        
St Andrews church is s ll looking for entries 
see more  details later on in the magazine …. 



Upcoming events…….. 

100 club Christmas party.                                    
Friday 15th December at 7.00                          

Cucklington village hall.  
The big Christmas 100 club draw will take 

place. Paying bar. Raffle. 
Free entry to all, members or not, please 
bring a plate of food for the buffet table.  

Email: cvh100club@btconnect.com if you are able to a end.  

December 

Fri 1 Scrabble  

Fri 15 100 club Christmas party 

 No coffee morning this month 

  



An Amazing £753.81 was raised for Church Funds at 
the Christmas Fair.  Thank you to everyone who 

came and supported us, gave Raffle prizes, donated 
goods and especially thank you to everyone who 

helped on the day, manning stalls and clearing up. 

 COFFEE MORNING 

Thurs 7th Dec 
10am-12noon 

 

www.stoketristerbayford.net 
web@stoketristerbayford.net

FIRST RESPONDERS 

Laura Rose-Walker 07772 436812      Jo Garrett 07973 631744 

Chris Rose-Walker 07919 261739    Aly Diggle-Perry 07770 221330 

At “maggies” house 
(red brick house) 

Coffee, cake with friends, new and old. 

All    
welcome 

 

We would all like to thank Mary 
and her fantastic team of helpers 
for the wonderful and delicious 

lunches and coffee mornings and all 
the other events they organise for 

the village. Their hard work is much 
appreciated by everyone and long 

may it continue!  



 

It’s time to get your thinking caps on for this year’s Christmas tree festival at               
St Andrews Church, Stoke Trister, 
We’d like lots of trees entering this year! 

There is no set theme, so be as extravagant or as simple with your ideas as you like. 

You can enter a small tree or a large tree, but it’s best to keep the height below 6 foot as 
it becomes a challenge keeping it stood up in the church. 

Please supply your own tree to decorate. Entries can use arti cial or real trees           
(either is ne), albeit an arti cial tree won’t wilt. 

Please also supply battery operated lights for your tree. 

This year’s Christmas Tree Festival will be held on: 

Friday 8th December to Sunday 10th December. 
Ho-ho-ho-pe to receive your tree entry very soon, as you don’t want to end up on         

Santa’s naughty list. 

Please let me know if you would like to enter a tree by                                              
emailing gbaker@pm.me or by calling/texting Gary om 07795411212 

Please join us in making this years Christmas Tree Festival, a festival to remember. 

 

I would like to extend my thanks for the kind invitation to attend the recent parish 
council  

meeting, held at Bayford Village Hall, to present my Chair’s Award to Derek       
Parnell. 

I very much enjoyed meeting yourself, Derek and the other meeting attendees and 
thank 

you for your hospitality. 

Kind regards , Mike Best (Chair Somerset Council) 



 
   

is stored inside the old Phone Box 
on Barrow Lane, Charlton Musgrove                                                

(opposite Nos 3 and 4 Dibbens Row).  

                          
Postcode: BA9 8HQ 

What3 Words: doubt.fields.bottom  

  
Further information is available on the Parish Council website at  

https://charltonmusgrovepc.org.uk/community-defibrillator/ 
  

If you notice any issues with the defibrillator or the ‘phone box 
that houses it, please email the clerk on  

clerk@charltonmusgrovepc.org.uk 

Charlton Musgrove Community Defibrillator                                  

Stoke Trister with Bayford Parish Council have just heard that we have been  

successful in our The National Lottery Community Fund bid for help with         
purchasing a second defibrillator for the parish, this one to be sited at the      
junction in the centre of Stoke Trister. We are also extremely grateful to the local 
residents who have pledged further financial 

       contributions to make this happen. 

 

Local Rights of Way 

The recent parish plan survey iden fied that several residents would like to use 
the footpaths more but were unsure of where they were. In response to this 
the parish council have compiled a collec on of the local rights of way from the 
County’s official maps in a small booklet, copies of which will be placed in the 
Bayford Village Hall from the beginning of December for the residents’ use. 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
The Christmas coffee morning will 

held on Friday 15th,  10.30-12. there 
will be mulled wine, tea, coffee, 
minced pies and cake with the       
opportunity to catch up with    
neighbours and friends before   

Christmas. All this for a £3 donation.  

A regular once a month coffee   
morning is held on the 3rd Friday of 

each month during the year.  

Charlton Musgrove Short Mat 
Bowls 

The Bowls Club is held in the  Village 
Hall on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the 

month. We start at 2 pm un l 5 
p.m. Tea and coffee are provided half 

way through the mee ng. Fees are 
£3 per session. 

If you are at all interested, please come 
along and join us. We are a very friendly 

group and have room for new         
members. 

Janet and Tony Cole  (01963 31739) 

 

Memorial Hall Coffee Morning 

I would like to thank, rather belatedly I am afraid, all my friends and neighbours who gave me so 
much help and support when Peter became Ill in March. We had just sold the house and were 
packing up to move . Everybody was so fantastic helping me to move items to my sister etc and 
then packing up the house for everything to go into storage all by the 24th March. 

 
Also I would like to thank everybody who attended Peters funeral and  

anybody I missed to say thank you for being there. 

 
Thank you all. 
Wendy Furneaux    



 

 

 

 

UDDER FARM 

By John Crocker  

Hi 429 here, I’m one of the older girls here and I am going to tell you, what a week we 
have had. 

It all started Monday morning when both of them came out at the same time, grumpy nor-
mally is later. They turned us out of the cubicle house (our  individual bedrooms) into the 
collecting yard ready to be milked, then we herd the sound of a car which normally comes 
on Friday, the relief milker. Something was up. Then we herd another car pull up and 
could hear a lady’s voice talking to them. Because I’ve been around so long, I knew what 
was about to happen. 

It was the week of our 6 monthly TB test. Which means our whole week is turned upside 
down, because they cannot do the jobs they usually do, when they want too. 

So, I will tell you what happens, first we get milked as usual, by the milker that normally 
milks us on Friday’s, he then lets us out as usual, but we have to go down the race by the 
side of the milking parlour, instead of straight out to where our food is. We have to 
queue one behind each other, when the front gate is opened, one of us goes into a sort 
of crate, a crush, where they can catch us. Then the nice lady that we have seen before, 
shouts out our ear tag number, one of them finds the corresponding number on their 
sheet. Then she gets out an electric razor and trims two patches of hair off our neck, next 
she gets her pair of callipers out and measures the thickness of our skin at the two 
shaved patches and shouts the measurement out to the person with the clipboard with 
our ear tag numbers on. After this she injects us with two types of tuberculin, one made 
from killed M.bovis and the other from killed Mycobacterium avium. When all of us have 
been milked and gone through this procedure, they start on the dry cows, followed by 
our young daughters and then any calves that are over 42 days old. As you can imagine 
this takes quite a long time to do all this. 

Then we must wait until Thursday, to see what the results are. This is a stressful period 
for us as we must wait and see whether our skin has reacted to the injections, in the form 
of lumps. We keep looking at each other to see if we can see any lumps and we see them 
having a look as they move through us. 

Then Thursday morning comes, with a similar procedure to that on Monday except we are 
not shaved or injected, just measured. This is very stressful for all of us, as we don’t want 
to lose any friends, sisters or daughters, they are also stressed because if any of us show 
signs, they will have to retest and movements of cattle on and off the farm are restricted. 

I am happy to say that this time we all passed the test and everyone of us is still here, we 
now have just got to wait another 6 months when it will all be repeated. 

At least we have got Christmas to look forward to, between then and now, we might see 
Father Christmas whiz across the sky in his sleigh. 

Happy Christmas from all us girls. Don’t forget the cream for the mince pies!!!! And the 
cheese for the cheeseboard. 



 

VILLAGES’ WALKING GROUP – NOVEMBER 

Mike and Eileen Vockins 
Tel 01963 34837;  
E-mail: mdvockins@btinternet.com 

“Rain, rain go away, come again another day”. Recent rains meant our end-of-November plan to 
walk to Cole from Bruton was changed; it is a walk with muddy stretches at the best of times, 
and is particularly muddy just now. So we opted for a walk around the lanes at Shepton Monta-
gue. 

 

It’s proposed that we don’t walk as a Group in December. It is a busy month for many folk, and 
at the moment it is difficult to predict which walks may be dry and not quagmired; certainly 
many of our local footpaths are waterlogged and very muddy. 

 

However we do propose to start the New Year on a good (we hope) footing, and are planning a 
New Year’s Day walk on1st January. As we go to press it’s difficult to predict which footpaths 
may be in a walkable state, but the intention will be to do a not too long walk, local if condi-
tions underfoot will allow, and probably end up at The Chantry afterwards for coffee (and, may-
be, seasonal refreshments). Wherever we decide to walk we shall meet at Charlton Musgrove 
Village Hall on Monday 1st January, ready to head off at 10am. Do join us if you can. All are wel-
come. 

 

As usual it would be a kindness to let us know if you will be with us, so we don’t set off without 
you. 



 





 
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

St Andrew’s Church, Stoke Trister 

Friday Dec 8th 
 

An evening of live Christmas Jazz 
7pm – 9pm 

 
 

Saturday Dec 9th      
 

Christmas Tree Festival  
10am – 3pm 

 
Singing of Carols 

Accompanied by a Silver band  
3pm – 4pm 

 

Sunday Dec 10th      
 

Christmas Tree Festival  
1pm – 3pm 

 
A Reflective Christmas 

3pm – 4pm 
 
 

Seasonal refreshments available 
+ Free Entry 

All donate ons welcome 



 

WWW.SOMERSET.GOV.UK 
Tel: 03001232224     8.30 - 5pm Mon - Fri 

To check bin collec ons, pay council tax, check school term date, check on        
planning applica ons, adult social care, parking etc.  

You can always get help and advice from a council “customer access point” at the 
Balsam centre in Wincanton. 

DIVISION OF WINCANTON & BRUTON 
C[[r Lucy Trimnell  01749 8813206 / 07584 063844  Lucy.trimnell@somerset.gov.uk 

Cllr Tom Power  07487873718  Tom.power@somerset.gov.uk 

 
Sarah Dyke  sarah.dyke.mp@parliament.uk   
          House of Commons, London, SW1A0AA 

A few hints and tips for your Christmas tree festival entry…... 
This year’s Christmas Tree Festival (CTF) CTF will run from Friday 8th Dec through to Sunday 10th Dec at St An-
drews Church, Stoke Trister. The festival can normally accommodate up to 25 trees, and so far, we’ve managed 
to fill the church each year. 

You can decorate your tree as you wish… We have trees entered that are covered in knitted crochet baubles, to 
trees that have only a few decorations.  

Please supply your own tree to decorate… Entries can use artificial or real trees (either is fine), albeit an artificial 
tree won’t wilt.  

You can enter a small tree or a large tree, but it’s best to keep the height to 6 foot as it becomes a challenge 
keeping it stood up… 

Please use battery operated lights. We normally get there early to switch them all on and turn them off at the 
end of the day. 

At the end of the festival (4.15pm on the 10th), you may take your tree home or leave it for a few days as the 
church will remain locked, then re-opened for collection. 

 

Copy date for next months newsletter is the 18th. 

Please if possible don’t send your pieces in PDF format they are a real pain to import.  



 

 Jeremysellick@hotmail.co.uk  

Please send ad copy to Helen at            

Prices quoted are for 12 insertions. 

And concerning payment, email 

tristerncottage@hotmail.com  

ADVERTISING IN 
THE VILLAGE NEWS 

Full page - £540 

Half - £270 

Quarter - £135 

Eighth - £67 

Sixteenth - £35 

Please mention the Village 
News when contacting our 

lovely advertisers.  

tristerncottage@hotmail.com  

Kylie’s cleaning services 
Domes c cleaner 

07545 220663  



  
 

 

Come and browse, there is          
something for everyone. 

A blend of local traders under one 
roof. 

 

Please mention the Village 
News when contacting our 

lovely advertisers.  

COMMON FARM FLOWERS BAYFORD ST GEORGE 
PLUMBING AND HEATING  

· GAS SAFE AND OFTEC REGISTERED 

· OIL AND GAS BOILER MAINTENANCE,  

· HEATING SYSTEM DESIGN AND INSTALLATION 

· BATHROOMS AND KITCHENS 

· 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

07968 862 396 

INFO@BAYFORDSTGEORGE.CO.UK 

WWW.BAYFORDSTGEORGE.CO.UK 

SERVICES 

SERVICE AND REPAIR 

Click and Collect Flowers from    
April to October 

www.commonfarmflowers.com  

Small Local weddings and Workshops 

Quality home produced meats from our butchery counter - raw milk and other 
dairy - fresh vegetables -  a good range of wine - deli  - gifts and hampers. 

Specialising  in good service and good, local produce. 

Email: info@kimbersfarmshop.co.uk Tel: 01963 33177 

Simple, honest, delicious, modern 
British dishes produced from       

locally sourced, seasonal               
ingredients. 

Also delicious cake and coffee!  

Lunches and pop up dinners. 

Large covered outside terrace. 

Antiques and curios, quirky and   
traditional. 

www.thekitchenatkimbers.co.uk 

Open Tuesday to Saturday 

Between Wincanton & Bruton on   
Racecourse Road, BA9 8HD 

 info@thekitchenatkimbers.co.uk 

 

 

…………... Please order via  

georgie@commonfarmflowers.com 

 

 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
1st 7pm Scrabble AMMH 

2nd 1-5pm Wreath making workshop, Bayford village hall 

3rd 10am café church SSCM 

 6.30 pm evensong SAST 

8th 7pm Christmas tree festival (with live jazz, wine and cheese) SAST 

9th 10am—noon all things Christmas sale Bayford 

 10-4pm Christmas tree festival (including carols with a silver band at 3pm) 
SAST 

 7pm Film night, Bayford village hall 

10th  9am holly communion SSCM 

 1-4pm Christmas tree festival (inc) reflective Christmas service 3pm) SAST 

15th 7pm 100 club Christmas party  AMMH 

17th 7pm Carols by candlelight, SLC 

22nd 7pm Carols by candlelight, SSCM 

24th 4pm Christmas eve Christingle service SJCM 

 11.30pm midnight communion SAST 

25th  Jesus’s birthday!!!!!  

 9am Christmas day holy communion SLC 

 10am Christmas day holly communion SSCM 

31st 9am new years eve morning praise SJCM 

7th 10-12am Bayford coffee morning, “Maggies” house (Red brick house) 

DECEMBER 2023 
GARDEN +    RECYCLING  X   HOUSEHOLD  O 

Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun 

    1 X O 1 3 

4 5 6 7 10X  9 10 

11 12+ 13 14 17X 16 17 

18 19 20 21 24X O 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31  X 

DEADLINE 

The deadline for the December issue is as 
always the 18th.  

Send to tristerncottage@hotmail.com 


