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You are invited to a..

March 27th
3.45-5.15pm
St John’s Church
Barrow Lane, Charlton Musgrove

Free! Bring your mum (or your care giver)

7.30PM FRI 1ST APRIL
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VILLAGE HALL AGM
Saturday 23rd April at 10am
All welcome and there will be coffee after!!
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OUR BUSES ARE STILL UNDER THREAT
BETTER BUS CHARTER FOR SOMERSET
We need to do something about improving our buses in Somerset. Our county currently has the
second lowest level of bus journeys per resident of all the counties in England, and Somerset’s bus
services have the very lowest level of passenger satisfaction in the country.
Residents of Somerset experience this every day, whether it’s with difficulties getting to health
services, reduced opportunities for those seeking work and further education or just the limited (if
any) evening and Sunday bus services. As a result, we see ever increasing numbers of cars on our
roads which causes higher levels of local air pollution and increase our carbon emissions.
Somerset Bus Partnership was formed just a year ago to campaign for better bus services across
our county and already we have a Somerset-wide network of 115 town and parish transport
representatives who share our passion for better buses.
Somerset residents have every right to expect better, but it will need funding.
We have developed a Somerset Bus Charter and invite not just Councillors but community groups,
churches & residents to join with us & endorse it. Get in touch somersetbuspartnership@gmail.com
THE SOMERSET BUS CHARTER
BETTER BUSES FOR ALL OUR COMMUNITIES
We need a core network of frequent, high-quality services linking our towns and main villages with
enhanced weekend and evening services. Also we want an extension of the demand-responsive
‘Slinky’ bus services, available to all and with longer operating hours.
AN INTEGRATED TRANSPORT NETWORK
We need bus routes to link with local railway stations with timetables that offer improved connections
between buses and trains.
We also want to see the introduction of integrated ticketing across the county’s different bus
operators and with trains too.
PROMOTION OF EXISTING AND NEW SERVICES
We should be promoting the bus as an important way by which we all can address the climate
emergency in Somerset (transport accounts for nearly half of all carbon emissions in Somerset).
To enable more to go by bus, it is essential that current bus timetable information is shown at all
main bus stops and bus times information is available in libraries and at other information points.
AN AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT SERVICE FOR ALL
We should make bus travel more attractive through cheaper fares especially targeted at young
people up to the age of 25. Plus, for everyone, a new, all-operator, countywide value ticket.
CLEANER BUSES
We want an accelerated transition from diesel buses to zero emission buses.
MEANINGFUL FUNDING OF BUS SERVICES
We need Somerset’s bus budget to be brought progressively up to the average for similar rural
authorities in the South West.

Get in touch somersetbuspartnership@gmail.com
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VILLAGES’ WALKING GROUP
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Friday 29th April –
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UDDER FARM NEWS
Hello I’m 501 you might remember seeing a photo of me in the
September issue of Udder Farm News, I was the first calf born last
year, at the start of the calving season on the farm. Also, my mum 347
wrote the April piece last year, so she has been telling me over the
gate what I should tell you about this month.
Well, we have had a lovely time my sisters and brothers that were kept
on the farm.
First we were on our lovely surrogate mother who supplied us with milk when we wanted it, as
some of you that saw us at the Harvest celebration will remember, then when we were
weaned we were allowed out into the big shed where our older sisters were and had a ration
of silage and concentrate to eat, but we still had our big shed to sleep in, which was bedded
down with lovely yellow straw, that came from the farm next door.
The milking cows, our mums, have been lucky enough to start going out to graze the grass
that we can see growing from our shed, but it has been later than last year they were saying,
due to the wind, not the methane sort, but the bad storms we had and the rain, at this time of
year if it looks if it is going to be very wet during the day, they will keep our mums in to stop
them making a mess of the fields.
I have herd that our older sisters will be the next to go out, in early April hopefully. Most
probably in a field near you, in the village. My Mum said that last year she asked all the dogs
in the villages to make sure that they kept their owners on a lead when they were walking the
footpaths in our fields, some dogs obviously have more control over their owners than others
as she said she saw some off the lead in the fields she was in, last year. She also said that in
some fields there are little white bundles frolicking around with their mothers, so it is also
important for dogs, to keep owners on a lead if walking through a field with sheep in it.
In some fields there will be areas around the outside of fields that look a bit scruffy with long
grass and other plants in them. These areas are left like that intentionally, they are known as
set a side, this is so that some of the ground nesting birds can nest without being disturbed, so
dogs please keep your owners out of these areas, also there can be ticks in long grass which
will latch onto you and suck your blood, they say it’s quite painful to have them removed, I
think I herd it said that Humans can also get ticks on them which causes a nasty disease, you
wouldn’t want that to happen to them would you?
Hopefully by the next time some one writes we will all be out enjoying the fresh grass and
summer sun, here’s hoping.
Regards
501
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COMMON FARM FLOWERS
Click and Collect Flowers from
April to October
Please order via
www.commonfarmflowers.com
Small Local weddings and Workshops
georgie@commonfarmflowers.com
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