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Welcome to November’s newsletter.
If you have any local event details or
photos for insertion in the newsletter,
please email them to me at
jo@jltraining.co.uk.
Copy date for the December issue is
Friday 20th November 2020.
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There is Always Hope
Two small words when heard on
the battlefield, in the hospital
waiting room, or in our darkest
thoughts which bring only despair. They carry such anguish that
no one can withstand their power.
These two unbearable words? “No
hope.”
Many people today are struggling
with despondency and despair and
perhaps you’ve felt that too in recent months. King Solomon recognised that the loss of hope is a terrible thing “The spirit of a man
can endure his sickness, but a broken
spirit
who
can
bear?” (Proverbs 18:14). We can
bear a doctor’s bad diagnosis with
hope for a cure or endure separation with hope for a reunion but
where no hope exists, we are undone.
The word “hope” can mean wishful thinking, the desire for something we might not receive like a
new job. It can also mean the desire for something we are certain
to receive and this is Jewish and
Christian hope. At the heart of
both these faiths is a belief so fundamental to Western civilisation
that we take it for granted - the
belief in human freedom. Rabbi
Jonathan Sacks asserts “Western
civilization is the product of two
cultures: ancient Greece and ancient Israel. The Greeks believed
in fate: the future is determined
by the past … Jews believed in
freedom: there is no ‘evil decree’
that cannot be averted. The

Greeks gave the world the concept
of tragedy. Jews
gave it the idea of hope. We are
what we choose to be and society
is what we choose to make it.
The future is open and there is
nothing inevitable in the affairs of
humankind”.
This kind of hope is hopeful because it depends on its object.
Hope is sure when it rests in something or someone absolutely able
and willing to fulfil it. Whatever
human beings do to one another
and our world, the Bible says:
Those who hope in God are never
disappointed.
So as we soon enter the season of
Advent, which means ‘coming’, we
can trust in the God who has come
into our world, who will come to
each of us whenever we ask and
who is working out all things for
the good of His creation, healing
the world’s hurts and divisions by
inspiring us with new solutions,
courage, resources, perseverance
and generosity. There is always
hope.
Prayer for Hope

God, help me to hear you saying,
"I am your hope" over all the other voices. Your word says you are
hope for the hopeless - fill me up
with hope and give me a tangible
reminder today that hope is an
unbreakable spiritual lifeline (Heb
6:19-20). God, you are my hope
and I trust you. Amen.
Rosy

All churches in the benefice will remain open in daylight hours
for private prayer.

Cucklington

St Lawrence’s Church
www.cucklington.org.uk
Church Warden - Pip Loxton
T: 01747 840947

THANK YOU…
to the Flower Ladies of Cucklington for
decorating the Church so beautifully
and also a big THANK YOU to all who
donated food and other items instead
of produce.
I took three enormous bags full to the
Food Bank in Gillingham and they were
delighted.
Plant Sale May 2021
Please get cutting/digging and potting
any spare bits from your favourite
plants ready for next Spring.
Pip

The Arthur Morison Memorial Hall is
officially open - but with very restrictive
conditions, which very much limit its use.
A maximum of 30 people are allowed in,
and would have to observe the 'rule of 6'
as well as the 2m social distancing. If
refreshments are served, they have to be
served at the table - people can't collect
their own and of course can't
circulate. That really limits what would
be possible. At present we only have dog
training (outside) and a meeting of the
book group. However, if anyone has any
ideas for its use, please do discuss them
with us:
Either Brian Trueman (07398 980487) or
Jenny Rawlings (01963 33320).

Village Contacts:
Chair of Village Meeting: Richard Glover: cucklingtonchairman@gmail.com
NHW co-ordinator: Di Hammet, (Dmhammet99@aol.com). Non urgent calls to police – 101, or else
call the charity Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 www.crimestoppers-uk.org
To check on the status of Planning Applications online go to: http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/
planningsearch
To report Fly Tipping online go to: http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/online
(Dorset: http://www.dorsetforyou.com/flytipping/report-flytipping-online).
Telephone nos. for reporting to the council (office hours) are: General, inc. fly tipping: 01935 462462.
The contact number for Somerset Highways is now: 0300 123 2224 (Monday-Friday am to p.m.,
Saturday am to p.m. and Sunday closed (Call 101 if urgent).
Planning: 01935 462016.
Church Warden: Pip Loxton Contact Telephone number 01747 840947
The Arthur Morison Memorial Hall, Cucklington – Management Committee
Committee members include: Campbell Dunford (Chairman) 01963 34220

Hall bookings should be made through Jenny Rawlings (01963 3320) who also holds the keys. If not
available, ring Brian Trueman (07398 980487) or Di Hammet (01747 840770)

Making dampers at Higher Stavordale Farm, Harvest 2020

Stoke Trister With Bayford PCC need to appoint a new Independent Examiner for
the annual accounts. Accounting qualifications are not required, independence
from the PCC is key and some practical experience of accounts would be helpful.
More information is available at:
https://www.parishresources.org.uk/resources-for-treasurers/accounting-andreporting/independent-examination/
If you are interested in assisting, it is not an onerous role, please contact Geoff
Syme on 07949 239864 for further info.

COMMON FARM FLOWERS

KIMBER’S FARM SHOP
Between Wincanton & Bruton
on Racecourse Road

Nationwide delivery of
British-grown bouquets by post.
Wedding and occasion flowers
& workshops.

Quality home produced meats
& raw milk, local produce,
deli and gifts

Tel: 01963 32883
georgie@commonfarmflowers.co
m

Open Tuesday-Saturday
t: 01963 33177
e: info@kimbersfarmshop.co.uk
www.kimbersfarmshop.co.uk

MMS SOFT FURNISHINGS

Paul White

Woodside Court, Sparkford, BA22 7LH

Interior and Exterior Decorating Services
The Mill House, Lower Horwood Farm,
Bespoke curtains, blinds, cushions
BA9 9RA
Choose from an extensive range of fabrics
from Clarke & Clarke, Prestigious, ILiv,
Tel: 07814857496 or 01963 31701
Fibre Naturelle and more, or supply your
own.
Free measuring & estimating service within 20 miles. NO VAT on labour
Contact Melody Brain on 07883 089333
e: salesmmssoftfurnishings@aol.co.uk

LOCAL TENNIS COACHING WITH FORMER
WIMBLEDON PLAYER
Charlotte
Whatever your age, whatever your skill
07708 346316 c.maccaw@gmail.com
On Tap Water Treatment
WATER SOFTENERS
SALES, SERVICE, SALT
T: 01458 274289 M: 07970 060707
www.on-tap.co.uk
Pump and Private Supply Specialist

Little Things Count
Personalised Support
Personal, Domestic, Meal preparation/Cooking, Shopping, Sitting service, Administration Assistance with
Appointments, Days Out, Companionship and further support services
available by discussion.

DBS checked and fully insured. Wincanton and surrounding areas covered.
Tel: 01963 202249/07739 420430
littlethingscount@hotmail.com

Go the extra mile and help others
If you’re above the age of 18, have a clean full driver licence and own a four-door car, why not volunteer for Somerset County Council to help others get to vital medical appointments? By committing as little as one day per
week, you could greatly help a person who otherwise wouldn’t be able to make appointments. Alternatively commit to more if that is what you choose!
Volunteer drivers provide a crucial transport service for non-emergency NHS patients and social care users enabling them to get to various locations across the county and further afield. You could also help transport children
to college or to school, providing a crucial service to a young person’s academic career. Each journey connects
people with services they would otherwise miss out on. As a volunteer driver, you would be providing a vital lifeline to people in your community.
This is a rewarding opportunity to provide a valuable, practical support for people within your community and your
mileage expenses will be reimbursed at up to 50p per mile. You will also be supported by a Transporting Officer
from Somerset County Council’s Transporting Somerset team.
Not only will you be helping the community, it’s an excellent way of meeting new people.

To find out more visit https://volunteering.somerset.gov.uk/opportunities/volunteer-driver/ or call 0300 123 2224

CROSSWORD

Answers in next month’s edition

Live worship at
St Lawrence,
Cucklington

at 10.45am
Sunday 8th November
2020
Please email
rosyashley@hotmail.com
to say you are attending
and bring a face mask.

Refreshments will be
served to you in your
pews afterwards.

