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RECTOR

Revd Rosy Ashley T: 01747 442969

M: 07482300290
E: rosyashley@hotmail.com

HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN
John Rothwell T: 07748 808959
E: john.rothwell@sompar.nhs.uk

CHURCH WARDENS & TREASURERS

CHARLTON MUSGROVE
Church Warden

Martyn Brown T: 01963 32434

Treasurer
Jeremy Sellick T: 01963 32174

E: jeremysellick@hotmail.co.uk

CUCKLINGTON
Church Warden

Pip Loxton T: 01747 840947
Treasurer
Christopher Birrell T: 01963 33209

E: crsbirrell@btinternet.com

STOKE TRISTER WITH BAYFORD

Church Warden
Vacant

Treasurer
Geoff Syme T: 01963 31541

E: geoff.syme@auditel.co.uk

Benefice Safeguarding Officer
Judy Minney T: 07449 332591
E: jminney@educ.somerset.co.uk

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Jo Jones E: jo@jltraining.co.uk

Welcome to December’s newsletter.

If you have any local landscape or
event photos for use in the newsletter,
please email them to me at
jo@)jltraining.co.uk.

Copy date for January’s issue is
Wednesday 18" December 2019.

Wishing you all a very Happy
Christmas. The Editor

PARISH COUNCIL CONTACTS

Charlton Musgrove
Chairman
Robin Bastable

Clerk to the Council
Adrian Pitt

T: 01963 32317

T: 07726 620842
E: charltonmusgroveclerk@gmail.com

Stoke Trister with Bayford
Chairman

Niru Linsley

Clerk to the Council
Patricia Gillman

T: 01963 33972

T: 01963 359598
E: stoketristerpc@gmail.com

Cucklington
Chairman
Richard Glover
E: CucklingtonChairman@gmail.com

VILLAGE HALL CONTACTS

Charlton Musgrove Village Hall
Acting Committee Chairman
Sue Parroy E: chaircmmh@gmail.com

Bookings E: cmvillagehall@gmail.com

Arthur Morison Memorial Hall, Cucklington
Committee Chairman
Campbell Dunford
Bookings

Jenny Rawlings

T: 01963 34220

T: 01963 33320

Bayford Village Hall
Bookings

Niru Linsley T: 01963 33972

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH AND
LOCAL POLICE NUMBERS
Andy Chesterman (Bayford)
Di Hammet (C)

T: 01963 33465
T:01747 840770
Pene Volk (CM) T: 01963 32013
Peter Munro (ST) T: 01963 33036

Police Community Support Officer
Timothy Russell 7467 T:101
E: timothy.russell@avonandsomerset.police.gov
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Waiting in Wonder

The season of Advent starts this year on Sun-
day Dec 1st, a time of expectant waiting and
preparation for Christmas. This ancient tradition
looks joyfully back at God’s first incarnation on
earth in the person of Jesus Christ and expect-
antly forward to His bodily return some time in
the future.

Advent’s focus is on waiting in anticipation
and wonder. It is like a holding of the breath,
waiting for something wonderful to happen. It
has traditionally been seen as a very spiritual
time, a time to slow down, to focus on the joy of
being. It is a time to look up and gaze at the dark
starry skies in wonder. How very different from
our culture’s urge to speed up, to party and to
shop until we drop!

But in the busyness of the next few weeks,
let’s take a few moments to rest awhile in the
mystery Christmas celebrates - the Son of God
humbling Himself to come among us as a man
to lift us up to become one with the living God.

‘Pax’ by DH Lawrence
All that matters is to be one with the
living God
To be a creature in the house of the God of
Life.
Like a cat asleep on a chair
At peace, in peace
And at one with the master of the house, with
the mistress,
At home, at home in the house of the
living,
Sleeping on the hearth, and yawning before
the fire.
Sleeping on the hearth of the living world
Yawning at home before the fire of life
Feeling the presence of the living God
Like a great reassurance
A deep calm in the heart
A presence
As of the master sitting at the board
In his own and greater being,
In the house of life.

May you and your loved ones be filled with

Advent wonder and Christmas joy and peace!
Revd Rosy Ashley

From the Organ Bench

As a bit of light relief this month as Christmas
approaches, let’s look at what has always
seemed to me to be one of the silliest carols ever
written — I saw three ships come sailing in, On
Christmas Day, on Christmas Day .....

Having established who was in those ships all

three — Our Saviour Christ and his lady
(presumably his mother Mary), we might well
wonder why it needed three ships: and anyway
what happened to Joseph?

It then asks Pray whither sailed those ships
all three? to which the next verse answers: O,
they sailed into Bethlehem. I’'m tempted to re-
spond, to the same tune:

Now that is strange, it seems to me,
On Christmas Day, on Christmas Day,
As Bethlehem’s not on the sea,

It’s nowhere near the sea.

Many of our traditional carols, and their
tunes, are mediaeval in origin. Some were
handed down orally from generation to genera-
tion, some printed on broadsheets which had to
be hidden during the Puritan purge of the mid-
17th century. They were more formally collect-
ed and arranged in the 19th and early 20th cen-
turies: [ saw three ships appears in a collection
by William Sandys, published in 1833. And in
this process there was often introduced a mix-
ture of legend and artistic licence.

Some believe that the ‘three ships’ were those
which are reputed to have carried the bones of
the three wise men or Magi (of the Epiphany
story) to Cologne cathedral in the 12th century
(why Cologne? — and that’s not on the sea ei-
ther, although it is on the river Rhine). Others
say that the ships are ships of the desert, i.e.
camels: but then how could Jesus and his moth-
er have been in the ships? Camels are normally
vegetarian — and even if they weren’t in the
ancient world, I don’t think that God’s divine
purpose included his Son coming to earth and
being eaten by a camel.

Ancient literature is full of this sort of thing.
In Homer’s Odyssey, Odysseus drifts off course
to the land of the Laestrygonians, probably no
further north than Sicily, where ‘a sleepless man
could earn two wages, as nightfall and dawn are
so close together’. There’s some influence there
of travels further north, the result being graphic
if unlikely.

So it is with carols like / saw three ships. A
muddled mixture of stories, quite possibly — but
still quite fun to sing if we’re not too purist
about the logistics. And it provides an excuse —
given that organists are beyond redemption
anyway — for a little irreverence.

David Duvall



CHURCH SERVICES
DECEMBER 2019 & JANUARY 2020

09:30 Café Church CMMH, Charlton Musgrove
Sun 15t Dec | 09:30 Holy Communion St John’s, Charlton Musgrove
18:00 Evening Communion St Lawrence’s, Cucklington
Sun 8th Dec | 09:30 Holy Communion St Andrew’s, Stoke Trister
09:30 Morning Praise St John’s, Charlton Musgrove
Sun 15t Dec | 18:00 Evensong St Lawrence’s, Cucklington
18:30 Advent Service St Andrew’s, Stoke Trister
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
09:30 Christmas Quiet Hour St John’s, Charlton Musgrove
Sun 221d Dec 16:00 | Family Carols by Candlelight St JO(IZII};’ Sg;})%g;%nl}\g;;;g)rove
18:30 Carols by Candlelight St Lawrence’s, Cucklington
Mon 23 Dec | 18:30 Carols by Candlelight St Andrew’s, Stoke Trister
Tues 24 Dec 16:00 Chriséﬁlr?:til‘;;ﬁb & St John’s, Charlton Musgrove
23:30 Midnight Communion St Andrew’s, Stoke Trister
10:30 | Christmas Day Communion St Lawrence’s, Cucklington
th
Weds 25% Dec 10:30 C};EZZI;;S bggoiazglgfniix)ce St John’s, Charlton Musgrove
Sun 29th Dec | 09:30 | Benefice Worship with Carols St Andrew’s, Stoke Trister
09:30 Holy Communion St John’s, Charlton Musgrove
Sun 5th Jan
18:00 Evening Communion St Lawrence’s, Cucklington
Sun 12t Jan | 09:30 Holy Communion St Andrew’s, Stoke Trister
09:30 Morning Praise St John’s, Charlton Musgrove
Sun 19th Jan | 18:00 Evensong St Lawrence’s, Cucklington
18:30 Evensong St Andrew’s, Stoke Trister
Sun 26t Jan | 09:30 Holy Communion Bayford Village Hall




Events

December 2019 & January 2020

h 10:00- Bayford Coffee Red Brick House, Stoke
Ul 5 Dz 12:00 Morning Lane
Fri 6t Dec 10:30- Charlton Musgrove Charlton Musgrove
12:00 Coffee Morning Village Hall
Sat 7th Dec 09:30 Village Hall Cleaning Cucklington Village Hall
. 19:00 on- . . .
Fri 13t Dec wards Scrabble Evening Cucklington Village Hall
Fri 13th Dec 19:00° | (v ristmas Tree Festival Cheese & W",le
21:00 with sneak preview
10:00- Christmas Tree Festival
Sat 14th Dec ' Christmas Tree Festival & singing of carols
16:00
(15:00-16:00)
100 Club Christmas Party
& Pop Up Pub
Sat 14th Dec 19:30 B Cucklington Village Hall
13:00- Christmas Tree Festival
Sun 15t Dec ) 6 00 Christmas Tree Festival & advent service

(18:30-19:30)




CHARLTON MUSGROVE
www.charltonmusgrove.org
E: cmvillagehall@gmail.com

100 Club winners November Draw
No 7. Miles & Bex Kimber-Danger
No 66. Lindsay Christie

COFFEE MORNING

Friday 6™ December 10:30-12 noon in the Village Hall.

Come along and join us for Mulled Wine and mince pies plus our usual real coffee and
homemade cake.

Please note, we are meeting earlier this month and hope to start off the Christmas festivities with
our friends and neighbours before the “ Christmas Rush” begins!

No Coffee Morning in January. But we look forward to seeing you on Friday 21% February 2020.
Thank you for all your support this year. Our Best Wishes for the Festive Season to you all.

From the Coffee Morning Team.

Short Mat Bowls at
Charlton Musgrove Village Hall

We meet on the 2™ & 4™ Tuesday of each month from
2.00pm until 5.00pm. Come along for a laugh. We are a
friendly non-competitive group. Tea and Coffee will be
served. Please bring along smooth soled

shoes to wear for the sake of the mats.

Brian and Stella Wheeler - 07530 297964

Charlton Musgrove Defibrillator | | First Responder Contact Numbers
Barrie & Cerilzard 0196334144 | | Custodians
David Amblin 01963 31012 | | John Ball 01963 31046

Neal Sizmore 07795 817460 | Robert Parker 07769 913475




SCRABBLE

The next scrabble evening will be on Friday
13" December in the AMMH, starting at
7pm. If you are interested in finding out
about joining the scrabble group, please ring
Gaye on 01747 840450.

Popr UpP PuB & 100 CLUB XMAS PARTY!

SATURDAY 14™ DECEMBER

Join us for a festive pop up pub incor-

porating the annual 100 Club Christ-

mas Party, starting at 7.30pm in
Cucklington Village Hall on Sat 14™ Dec. A
great opportunity to catch up with friends
and neighbours. All welcome, cash bar, bring
a plate of festive food if you fancy!

COFFEE MORNING
There will be no coffee morning during
December

FLOWER LADIES and anyone with a spare
minute at this busy time of year! This year
we will be decorating the church for Christ-
mas on Saturday 21° December from 10
am onwards, and would be very grateful
for any help, greenery, berries and/or
coffee! JIMS

VILLAGE HALL CLEANING Saturday 7" De-
cember, starting at 9.30 am. All most
welcome, and all equipment supplied.

CUCKLINGTON

St Lawrence’s Church
www.cucklington.org.uk
Church Warden - Pip Loxton
T: 01747 840947

Carol Singing around

Cucklington Village
Sing carols under the stars!
5.15pm start outside Hale Farm,
then up School Hill, along Babwell
Road, finishing at Aislaby
at 6.30pm (see below)
on Saturday 21st December
For more information email:
gordonczapiewski@hotmail.co.uk

ALL WELCOME!

CAROLS AT AISLABY

Once again, Chris Holloway and family have
kindly invited Cucklington villagers to gather
round his piano in the hall to sing Christmas
Carols, enjoy a glass of hot punch and a
mince pie on
Saturday 21* December
from 6.30pm-7.30pm
If you would like to come please email, call
or message karen@willowbarns.com
07740 466633

Church Warden: Pip Loxton Contact Telephone number 01747 840947
The Arthur Morison Memorial Hall, Cucklington — Management Committee
Committee members include: Campbell Dunford (Chairman) 01963 34220

Hall bookings should be made through Jenny Rawlings (01963 3320) who also holds the keys. If not

available, ring Brian Trueman (07398 980487),

or Di Hammet (01747 840770) Website: www.cucklington.org.uk



STOKE TRISTER WITH

BAYFORD

www.stoketristerbayford.net
E: web@stoketristerbayford.net

David and Sue Jordan left the village
after many years in Stoke Trister, first at
Frith and then at Mitchells farm. Sue
Jordan was a physio at the BRI and she
designed Pudsey Bear for the children's
ward. It has subsequently been used as
the logo for Children in Need. Well done
Sue! We wish them well.

We welcome Jemima Green, who has
moved to Mitchells farm and also Anna
Jackson at Puckles. Welcome also to
Elizabeth and lan Granville-Miller who
have just moved into the village.

We hope they will all be very
happy here.

Dorothy Abbot died on November 3™
after living in Bayford for many years.
We send our condolences to her family.

St Andrew’s Church
Special thanks to Rita Hoddinott for
decorating the church so beautifully for
the Remembrance weekend.

BAYFORD COFFEE MORNINGS
Thursday 5th December from

0 am — 12 noon - Christmas Coffee
Morning at The Red Brick House,

Stoke Lane, home of Maggie and Marcus
Giles. There will be a Christmas Raffle in-
stead of a bring & buy, so please bring a
raffle prize.

NB No Coffee Morning in January. The next
one will be on Thursday 6" February

2020. Please note there will be NO Bring &
Buy next year, but the price of coffee will go
up to £1.50, to include biscuits. This helps to
pay for outings etc.

BAYFORD VILLAGE LUNCH
There will be no Village Lunch
in December.

Worship in Bayford Village Hall

A number of Bayford people used to enjoy meeting in the Village Hall to worship when it was Bayford Mission
Hall. It is also easier for some to get to than St Andrew’s Church, so we thought we’d open up the Hall on
Sunday mornings once a month for worship, starting on
Sunday 26" January 2020

At the moment, we are thinking of doing Holy Communion but let us know what kind of worship you’d like:

Hymn Singing | Quiet Space | Bible Study | Holy Communion | Café Church | Creative Worship | Morning Prayer

Sunday 26" January will start at 9.30am but we could start later or earlier in future.

All ideas welcome! Please email: rosyashley@hotmail.com
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Letter from the Right Reverend Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells
For Parish Newsletters - December 2019

So it has been decided. There is to be a General Election on 12 December and much has been
made of the fact that this is the first December election since 1923. Things could be worse
however, as the 1885 General Election took place over three weeks from 24 November to 18
December 1885. It was nonetheless an important milestone in social history, as it extended voting
rights so that for the first time a majority of adult males could vote and most constituencies
returned only a single member to Parliament. These were quite radical developments and at that
election large numbers of men voted for the first time. It saw the Liberals, led by Gladstone win
the most seats, but not an overall majority, with the Irish Nationalists holding the balance of
power and the Unionist MPs having a significant voice. The 1885 election also saw the first
socialist party, the Sodal Democratic Freedom participate.

So significant was this election that my predecessor, Bishop Arthur Hervey, wrote an open letter
on 2 October 1885 suggesting that ‘all Christian subjects of the Queen had a duty of special prayer
to Almighty God that He will be pleased to guide the minds of the Electors to make such a choice
of representatives as shall tend most to the glory of God, the honour and welfare of our Sovereign,
and the happiness of the people.” In His view Parliament was responsible for establishing ‘peace
and happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety” and the “welfare of all people.” In asking
people to pray, as well as to vote, he made it dear that whilst people would have different
“political leanings’ that they needed to come together to pray for the ‘peace and happiness of the
nation at large’.

| think we all know that this General Election before us now will similarly be critical in helping to
determine the future of the United Kingdom — at least for the immediate future. In writing this
article | am therefore seeking to follow Bishop Arthur Hervey by reminding us all of the
responsibility we have to pray for our country and to work with all people for the welfare and the
well-being of everyone.

With my prayers and very best wishes,

The Right Revd Peter Hancock
Bishop of Bath and Wells

www.bathandwells.org.uk













The Unspeakable Gift

Long ago, there ruled in Persia a wise and good king. He loved his people. He wanted to
know how they lived. He wanted to know about their hardships. Often he dressed in the
clothes of a working man or a beggar, and went to the homes of the poor. No one whom
he visited thought that he was their ruler. One time he visited a very poor man who lived
in a cellar. He ate the coarse food the poor man ate. He spoke cheerful, kind words to him.
Then he left. Later he visited the poor man again and disclosed his identity by saying, "l am
your king!" The king thought the man would surely ask for some gift or favour, but he did-
n't. Instead he said with tears in his eyes, "You left your palace and your glory to visit me in
this dark, dreary place. You ate the coarse food | ate. You brought gladness to my heart!
To others you have given your rich gifts. To me, you have given yourself! The

King of glory, the Lord Jesus Christ, gave himself to you and me. The Bible calls

Him, "the unspeakable gift!"

Join us in celebrating the mystery of God made flesh this Christmas!



COMMON FARM FLOWERS

Nationwide delivery of
British-grown bouquets by post.
Wedding and occasion flowers
& workshops.

Tel: 01963 32883
georgie@commonfarmflowers.co
m

KIMBER’S FARM SHOP

Between Wincanton & Bruton
on Racecourse Road

Quality home produced meats
& raw milk, local produce,
deli and gifts
Open Tuesday-Saturday
t: 01963 33177
e: info@kimbersfarmshop.co.uk
www.kimbersfarmshop.co.uk

MMS SOFT FURNISHINGS
Woodside Court, Sparkford, BA22 7LH

Bespoke curtains, blinds, cushions
Choose from an extensive range of fabrics
from Clarke & Clarke, Prestigious, ILiv,
Fibre Naturelle and more, or supply your
own.

Free measuring & estimating service with-
in 20 miles. NO VAT on labour

Contact Melody Brain on 07883 089333
e: salesmmssoftfurnishings@aol.co.uk

Paul White
Interior and Exterior Decorating Services
The Mill House, Lower Horwood Farm,
BA9 9RA
Tel: 07814857496 or 01963 31701

LOCAL TENNIS COACHING WITH FORMER
WIMBLEDON PLAYER
Charlotte
Whatever your age, whatever your skill
07708 346316 c.maccaw@gmail.com

BAYFORD ST GEORGE

PLUMBING AND HEATING
SERVICES

* GAS SAFE AND OF TEC REGISTERED
* OIL AND GAS BOILER MAINTENANCE,
SERVICE AND REPAIR

HEATING SYSTEM DESIGN AND
INSTALLATION

BATHROOMS AND KITCHENS

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

07968 862 396
INFO@BAYFORDSTGEORGE.CO.UK

WWW.BAYFORDSTGEORGE.CO.UK

On Tap Water Treatment

WATER SOFTENERS
SALES, SERVICE, SALT

T: 01458 274289 M: 07970 060707
www.on-tap.co.uk

Pump and Private Supply Specialist

Little Things Count
Personalised Support
Personal, Domestic, Meal prepara-
tion/Cooking, Shopping, Sitting ser-
vice, Administration Assistance with
Appointments, Days Out, Compan-
ionship and further support services
available by discussion.

DBS checked and fully insured. Win-
canton and surrounding areas cov-
ered.

Tel: 01963 202249/07739 420430
littlethingscount@hotmail.com




Jo’s Home Care and
Independent Living Support

My aim is to support you to live at home safely
and happily. Support at home tailored to your
needs: Personal care, Light cooking, Sitting
service, Assistance with administration, Multiple
day time visits, Assistance with day to day
living, Companionship. Help in your home.
Wincanton and surrounding area covered.
Please contact me to find out more
t- 07401 268536
e: Joshomecare@outlook.com

Go the extra mile and help others

If you’re above the age of 18, have a clean full driver licence and own a four-door car, why not volunteer for Som-
erset County Council to help others get to vital medical appointments? By committing as little as one day per
week, you could greatly help a person who otherwise wouldn’t be able to make appointments. Alternatively com-
mit to more if that is what you choose!

Volunteer drivers provide a crucial transport service for non-emergency NHS patients and social care users ena-
bling them to get to various locations across the county and further afield. You could also help transport children
to college or to school, providing a crucial service to a young person’s academic career. Each journey connects
people with services they would otherwise miss out on. As a volunteer driver, you would be providing a vital life-
line to people in your community.

This is a rewarding opportunity to provide a valuable, practical support for people within your community and your
mileage expenses will be reimbursed at up to 50p per mile. You will also be supported by a Transporting Officer
from Somerset County Council’s Transporting Somerset team.

Not only will you be helping the community, it’s an excellent way of meeting new people.

To find out more visit https://volunteering.somerset.gov.uk/opportunities/volunteer-driver/ or call 0300 123 2224



https://volunteering.somerset.gov.uk/opportunities/volunteer-driver/

2019 Christmas Tree Festival
St Andrews Church, Stoke Trister

Friday 13" December
7pm to 9pm

Cheese & Wine

(with a sneaky peek at this year’s glittering entries)

Saturday 14™ December

Christmas Tree Festival 10am to 4pm
+ Singing of Carols (3pm to 4pm)

(seasonal refreshments available)

Sunday 15" December

Christmas Tree Festival 1pm to 4pm

+ Advent Service (6:30pm to 7:30pm)

(seasonal refreshments available)
Free Entry

With your help and support, it promises to be a magical
2019 Christmas Tree Festival



